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Ministry of External Affairs - 
S. No. 16- A (FR) 

Acknowledged. Put up with papers. 

(sd) B. N. Chakravarty. 
9.7.51 

Submitted with connected papers. 



I mentioned this matter to P.M. Issue the 
draft dictated. 




't * $K\ — 

(B.N. Chakravarty) 
18.7.51. 


NGO. 


S.No,22-A fm> 


With papers. 

(sd) B. N. Chakravarty, 
28.7.51 


Submitted with connected papers. The F.R. has 
obviously crossed our two letters to Mr. cy^ttjar at 
S.Nos. 19-A and 21-A. Ho further action wfnecessary 
at present. 
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Ministry of External Affairs* 



A 


I place below a letter from Mr. Sri Prakasa 
to the Prime Minister dated September 12. The 
Prime Minister saw Mr. Ayer today and after dis- 
cussion with him asked me to instruct Mr.Chettur 


to take over the gold and jewellery which are now 

ic 

in/ charge of Mr.Murti and keep it in safe custody 


In the Mission. Mr. Ayer informed the Prime Minister 
that although Shri Subash Bose's ashes are now in 
a temple in Tokyo, there should be no difficulty 

about Mr.Chettur taking charge of them. The Prime 

'£ 

Minister suggested our writing to Mr.Chettur to 
take charge of the ashes from Mr.Murti but not to 
remove the ashes to the Mission. Mr.Chettur should 
be informed accordingly and also told that further 
instruction about the disposal of the ashes and the 
gold will follow, 

2. The Prime Minister suggested to Mr. Ayer that 
he should draw up a full report on the circumstances 



report the Prime Minister will consider making a 
suitable statement before Parliament on the subject 
of Shri Bose's death. 

3. Will DS(FEA) kindly take urgent action? 
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(S.Dutt) v 


15. 9. 51. 
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resulting in Mr. Bose's death, giving details of the 
he 

evidence which^had collected. On receipt of the 
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Subject:- Meta.ii Subash Chandra Bose . 

^ , A ' 

A self contained note is attached. deferen- 
ces are at Flags U, G, and H, 

( 2 ) I. II. A. Treasure: 

On 23rd June IP 51^ the Prime minister's 
instructions were conveyed by telegram to Mr. Chettur 
saying “you should endeavour to get possession of all 
the treasure on behalf of Government and keep it in safe 
custody pending further instructions". Mr. Chettur 
answered "all the treasure, if it existed, save the two 
boxes now promised by Iyer which are I understand in 
Ramamurti 1 s possession now, crust have long ago been con- 
verted into hard cash, commodities and landed property. 

* 

The proceeds must also have been distributed between the 
parties concerned", three members of this gang being 
Raraamurti(IIL) , Capt. Thairatatte and Col. Piggess. It 

was, therefore, too late to undertake a treasure hunt and, 

* 

in any case, his investigations would involve "a degree 
of publicity which right well prove embarrassing not only 
to the Mission but also to the Government of India". In 
reply, Mr. Chakravarty explained that he did not think it 
necessary for ILM to start an actual search for the trea- 
sure but that they should ask Ramamurti to hand over the 

i / 

gold which was with him. JKr. Chakravarty added that the 
PM was out of town but lie would mention the case again to 

I him and obtain further orders. There is nothing on file 
to show that this was done or that ILM did actually take 
over the gold from Ramamurti . 
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Subject:- Late Shrl Snbhas Chandra ;ose . 

Spoken to Secretary(CR) . Two drafts are 
placed below for approval. * 



Secretary (CIO . 
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S.A. Ayer saw me some days ago and told 
me about his visit to Japan and of the Inquiries 
he had made there. I have separately spoken to 
you about the gold etc. and I understand that our 
representative has taken possession of this* 

2, The other point that Ayer spoke to me 

about was his inquiry into the air crash which 
brought about the death of Shri Subhas Chandra 
Bose. As a result of his inquiry he felt dead 
sure that there was no doubt at all about Shri 
Subhas Chandra Bose's death on that occasion. He 
showed me some papers and some photographs and 
some documents signed by the Japanese people* I 
asked him to write out a full report about this. 

He has sent me the attached bundle of papers, 
photographs, etc* Please go through them. 

3* It is for us to consider whether we should 

issue a public statement about this or not. In 
the balance, I am inclined to tiiink that it would be 
desirable to issue some statement or to make it in 
Parliament. On the other hand, this may lead to 
some controversy, possibly even with Shri Subhas 
Chandra Bose's family* 


4. I think the best course would be for us to 

draft some such statement and to send it to Shri 
Subhas Chandra Bose's family. After hearing from 
them, we could take a final decision about 
publication. 


(J. Nehru) 
26.9.1951. 
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Secretary. CR. 

No. 3337-PM. 

-s r~ 

I told P.M.that it would be inadvisable 
for him to fc aow e a statement now. Whether or not 
Shri Subhas Bose is dead is not a live issue at 
present. I have no doubt on the evidence that 
Shri Bose is dead, but P.M.'s political opponents 
would utilise any statement made by him for pro- 
paganda purposes particularly in view of the forth- 
coming elections. I that there 

is a significant reference in Habibur Rehman's 
statement to Netaji Bose's intention to get out 


of the plane at Dairen and to the intention of 

l 

the Japanese authorities to let him cross over 
. to the Russian-held territory. Ha hi bur Rehman's 
is the really important evidence, and those who 

still cherish the belief that Neta ji Bose is 

* 

alive and is somewhere in Russian-held territory, 
will seize upon any piece of evidence in support 
of their theory. 

I also pointed out to P.M. that. whereas 

according to Habibur Rehman the dead body was 

* ' * 
cremated on the 20th August 1945, according to 

the municipal certificate the cremation took place 

at 6 p.ra.on the 22nd August 1945. One could 

understand a fictitious name being used in the 

death certificate and in the cremation certificate, 

1 

but there was no necessity of using a fictitious 
date of .cremation. Either Habibur Rehman's 
memory must have played him false or there is 
something wrong with the cremation certificate. 

P.M. asked me to record my remarks and 
also agreed with me that I should write to Shri 
Anand Mohan Sahay to whose house Habibur Rehman 

went on return to Tokyo after the accident. The 

y 

letter below to Shri Sahay should issue without 
delay. 

* - 

(S.Dutt) 

27. 9. 51. 
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Kini stry of External Affairs 
■ ^HGO Branch) 



S.ITo.37-A 



*|j*the charge of 
Ij .Baraamurti. 
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D.S. (3?EA) may see. he may *rait for the farther 
communication promised by Mr. Chettnr. To 25. 1C. 51. 

( sd.) S. Dutt. 
12.10.51 

VJho has first used this phrase*? Please trace source 
of emanation. 

, ( sd) Leilamani Taidu 
15.10.51. 


The phrase 'in -the charge of Mr . Ranaraurti ' was first \ 

in out letter to Hr. Chettur at 8.!;o.31-A, vhichUilflUf 
based on Secy.C.H's minute at IJo.24, 
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Ministry of External Affairs. 




Mr. Iyer has spoken, I believe, more than 
once to P.M. about the INA properties which were 

* 

in the possession of Mr. Ram Murty and about Netaji 
Subhas Bose's ashes. Since Dy .Secy .will be busy 
with the visit of the Chinese Cultural Mission 
during the next two months,will U.S.(FEA) please 
prepare a summary of the information received from 
Mr.Chettur about the properties and the ashes? Mr. 
Chettur seems to think Mr. Iyer's conduct in regard 
to the cash and valuables left by Netaji rather 
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Ministry of External Affairs fc 
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Vie have not yet received a reply to the d.u. letter 
( to i«ir. oahay at 5 . No . 4o-A . A draft reminder is put up 
for approval. 
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Subject:- I.I'.A. 




Mr. Chettur's report on the INA pr ope rty ; handed over 
to his representative by Mr. lamamurthi^ is at Flag ’O'. At 
3ecretaryC£H) ' s suggestion a summary of it was shown to PM. 
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2. Mr. Sahay has not yet replied to Secretary(CR) 1 s le ‘ ter 

asking for 'a note on the plan' which Shri Subha s Chandra Bose 
'had in mind at the time he left Saigon by air in August 1945.' 

I sent a reminder ten days ago. 

I shall mated enquiries about Mr. Iyer's publication. 
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We have still not received a reply to 3ecy.(CR)'s 
D.O, to Mr. Sahay at S.No.46-^4, in s^ite of a reminder 
vide S. No. 47-4. A draft D.J. is nut up for approval. 
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r asked for this report from Mr. Sahay in the 
hope that the material supplied by him would be of 
use in checking up 'Mr. K. A. Ayer's conclusions. 

Mr. Ayer, however, has already published his book, 
Mr. Sahay' s report should, therefore, be filed with 
other papers on the subject and no immediate action 
is necessary. There would be no objection, however, 
{if letting Ayer have a copy of J he report for his 
personal information. 

Incidentally, will DSOiP) kindly obtain a 
copy of Ayer's book? 



C S. Dutt ) 
30 . 1 . 1952 . 
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PRIME MINISTER'S SECRETARIAT* 


__£^L 

I enclose a copy of a letter addressed 
to Dr B.C. Roy, Chief Minister of West Bengal* 
Will you please send to Dr Roy a copy of Ayer's 
report or a copy of the resume of the report that 
we are placing before Parliament? 



{/sJlX' A-**— . 




Secre>g$sy^K . 
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(J. Nehru) 
1*3.1952. 

{Camp: Chittaranjan) 
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Ministry of External Affairs 
(NGO Branch) 

D.No.20 9B-NG0/52 . r. FR "7 > 

The photographs and other documents received 
from Mr. S.A. Ayer with his report dt.24.9.51 at S.N'o. 
33-A (Slip 'O’.) are placed In the folder at flag 'S’. 
The photographs may now be returned to Mr. Ayer. 

A draft is submitted for approval. 
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The note at slip 'A* briefly summarises the 
position regarding the I.N.A. treasure. 

2. The contents of the treasure, which was taken 
possession of from Mr. Sam Murthy by our Mission in 
Tokyq at our instance on the 24th September 1951 are 
given at slip *G». 

3. As Japan is now a sovereign state, there is not 

likely to be any difficulty about bringing the treasure 
over to India. We may perhaps consult our Ambassador 
in Tokyo on the point. s^y 
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Reference : 


Subject : 

Notes 

I. 

Publicity Adviser I.N.A. , was on a visit to Japan, 
the Prime Minister cabled to Mr .K.K.Chettur saying 
that he should "endeavour to get possession of 
all the (I.N.A) treasure on behalf of Government 
and keep it in safe custody pending further 
instructions 1 '. 

On his return to India, Aiyer denied 
that the Embassy had approached him in the matter 
and urged that they be asked to take over charge 
of the treasure from his former I.N.A,. colleague 
in Tokyo, Mr. Ram Mur thy. 

After prolonged correspondence with the 
Foreign Secretary, Mr.Chettur reported that his 

Embassy had former l.y taken possession of the I.N.A 

' © 

treasure on September the 24th. ( A list of the 
articles is attached . ) It is worth not ing that 
the whole of the Ambassador's correspondence 
is charged with deep suspicion of the integrity 
of Mr. Aiyer who, "apprehensive of the early 
conclusion of the Peace Treaty" went to Tokyo 
"to divide the loot and to salve his and Murthy's 
conscience by. handing over a small quantity 
to Government in the hope that, by doing so, 
he would also succeed in drawing a red-herring 
\\ across the trail". 


© ; 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS . 

— A' 

Mr .B.N.Kaul* s letter Ho.DS/ll951 dated 

4-10-52' to the' Foreign Secretary^ (F. rT . 


I.N.A. TREASURE 


In June 1951, when Mr, S. A. Aiyer, formerly 


II. I have asked Mr, Rauf to let us know 


whether the I.N.A. treasure or its equivalent 
in money could now be transferred to India. 
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I had intended to put up these papers to P.M. 
after the fur ther note promised by the 3* A- Minis trjy 
on receipt of information from Mr. Rauf was 
available. However, as Prime Minister made 
enquiries about this matter from the E*A* Ministry 
on another file also, he may kindly see these 
papers. I shall put tl^em up again after the report 
from Mr. Rauf has been received. 
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^,1 ,.““ Y'** 


(B.N. Kaul) 
17 . 10 . 52 . 
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S.No.77-A FK 

kould like to see pps, 


Pps . 


Sd/- Anil K. Chanda 

2 $. 10. 52 


Sd/- Leilamani haidu 

2 d. 10. 52 


Submitted with connected papers. 
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Subject; I. IT. A. TREASURE 
In response to our enquiry about the 
possible transfer of the I.N.A. treasure to India, 
Mr .Rauf has cabled to say that he is sending it 
through Mr.Damle of the Agriculture Ministry who is 
returning to Delhi from Tokyo, on November the 7th, 



SUGGESTIONS y 

(a) Mr.K.K.Chettur ' s list of the contents 

of the I.N.A. treasure bears no signature 
or seal. I feel that we should afek Mr .Rauf 
to send us a fresh list, duly authenticated. 

(b) It would also facilitate matters if a 
decision were now taken regarding custodian- 
ship of the treasure in New Delhi, I venture 
to suggest that the Prime Minister authorize 
the two Secretaries, FS and CS, to take 
charge of the treasure from Mr.Damle next 
week, JS(AD) could perhaps arrange to have 
it duly checked and deposited in his safe? 
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PRIME miHSTETitg SECRETARIAT 




The so-ealled treasure, which consists 
of some gold , should be placed. in a bank 
or safe deposit vault. The disposal of 
this treasure will have to be considered 
later. 

(J. Tie him) 
29.10.1952 
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Ministry of External A fairs. 
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I regret that these papers 

could not be shown to the Deputy Minister 

earlier as they had to go up to the Prime 

♦ 

Minister for decision. My note dated 

it* 

14-10-52 explains the position brelfly. 


Deputy Minister 
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Ministry of External Affairs 
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Resubmitted with reference to JSfADj's marginal 
note dated 30. 10. 52 on pre-page. 
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TOE--SECRET' 
MOST IMMEDIATE. 





I am not at all clear about Customs examination.. If 
I have not forgotten my Customs Law, evep^ Government pro- 
perty has to pay duty. However, you" fflfftnf Take this up 
with C.B.R., explaining the whole background. 




D.S. CFEA) 


(R.K. Nehru) 
9.11.52 
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MINISTRY OP EXTERNAL APPAIBS 
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MOST I MEDIATE 




Please see foreign Secret p. note, p_._7. 

Ji few rnonths age, the Government of Indie 
took over charge, in Tokyo, of some property 
belonging to the former "Indian National ^rmy" , 
This was done at the specific request cf seme 
officers cf the I.N.a, who had kept the property 
with them since the reported death of Shri Subhas 
Chandra -Bose. 


Ey order of the Prime minister, this INA 
property has now been sent to India through 
Mr D ami e, ' Joint Secretary in the ministry cf 
Pood and Agriculture . He is travelling 177 
Pan American Airways flight 3» leaving m §kyo 
today and reaching Delhi on the evening c f 
Monday, 10th November. The proper^ ccn gists 
of gold ornaments and. dust and broken pieces 
ahd is being carried in a steel attache esse. 


We would be grateful if urgent instructions 
were kindly issued to the Customs authorities to 
exempt the contents of this steel attache case 




FINANCE MINISTRY (HD). Shri Bai aram Rao 

.Ministry of External Affairs, (FGO). 


fc. 

4* 


Discussed with M(C3E) . 

As pointed out already by Foreign Secretary, even Government 

* ‘ * 

imports have to pay Customs duty. The Tariff provides for the 


levy of duty on goods per se and does not take into account other 


factors. The gold ornaments etc,, being imported from Tokyo are 
thus liable to duty and we can see no reason for exempting them 
from payment thereof. We would have no objection to Customs 
exempt ion being waived provided the Ministry of External Affairs 
have with them a detailed list of the articles in question giving 
the weights and value of each item thereof. In that case, as is 
permissible for Government stores, the goods may be cleared under 
the Note & Pass procedure, under vhich the goods are cleared 


- 3 - 



immediately on a Kacha Bill of Entry and duty is credited afterwards 
by book adjustment. If, however, detailed particulars of the articles 


as not available then it will not be possible to waive Customs examina- 


tion because the goods will have to be assessed to duty. I have 
explained the position to Kiss Naidu over the telephone and she 'has 


stated that we t will hear furtTidk- from them in the matter. 


a* t 


I understood from Miss Naidu that most of these articles 
wei» c broken bits of jewellery etc. They would, therefore, be classified 
as gold bullion and would require an import licence from the Reserve 
Bank of India. I have, however, spoken to Mr . S . S . Shir alk ar of the 
Economic Affairs Department of this Ministry and he states that in 
anticipation of such approval of the Reserve Bank they would have 
no objection to the gold being cleared without such a permit. The 
Ministry of External Affairs may see. 


Ministry of External Affairs (Miss Lailamani Naidu) 

V „ ^ ... ' 

Since writing the above, note , I have received a call from 

Miss Lailamani Naidu and I am informed that the Ministry of External 
Affairs have a detailed list of articles in question giving the 


weights and value of each item thereof. In the circumstances we 




have issued instructions to the Collector of Central Excise, Delhi, 


to allow clearance of the goods in question under theNote and Pass 


© 


system, as per copy of my D.0« placed below. 

The Ministry of External Affairs may see through the 
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Economic Affairs Department 




Economic Affairs Department 


Ministry of External Affairs (Hiss La.il 

Ministry of Finance (Revenue Divisi 



(A.K.Mukarji) 10.11.52. 
j.S.Shira lk 


33 Pail 

isiorj^-u.o. No. 159*-^*3.(Cus)/52 
dated 10th November, 1952. 
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Economic Affairs Department ( Shri S. S. atiiralkar) 
Ministry of External Affairs (Miss Leilamanl Naldu) 
Min. of Finance (Rev.Divn.) u.o.Jfo.l59-D, S. (Cns)/52 

at. 10 . 11.52 


Sd, S. S. aiiralkar 
10.11.52 


(Ministry of External Affairs) 


J. S.(AD) is now handling the matter. 


Sd.L.Waidu, 

10.11,52 




&en and returned with thanks. 



Sd/H. Dayal. 

11. 11. 52 , 


stry of Finance (Revenue Division) - Mr. A.K. Makar 11 

L stryofScternal AffairsJl. O.JTo.i). 3656- NGO/52 d/_ 

11. 11. 52. 
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I.N.A. Treasure 


This will soon bo arriving and will be placed 
in a safe deposit vault, 

2. Most of the treasure consists of damaged 
articles of jewellery. There are also some gold pieces. 
There is no provision in the Customs Law for the exemp- 
tion of such articles from duty. Even Government 
imports have to pay duty. 

3. The only alternative is to treat them as 
objects of historical value. If it is clearly stated at 
the time of import that Government’s intention is to 
display them in a public place, such as a museum, they 
would he exempt from duty. I presume that some time or 
other, when we have an historical museum, we shall keep 
these articles there in a special section devoted to 
India’s struggle for freedom. Many objects of interest 
connected with the INA and other freedom movements 
could be kept in that section. 

4. If P.M. could confirm that it is the intention 
to keep these articles in a museum at some future date— 
and not to sell them and use the proceeds for some 
national purpose — I shall Inform the Central Board of 
Revenue that we are claiming exemption from duty on 
that ground. 


CR.K. Nehru) 
11.11,1952. 

loT, 

PRIME MINISTER’S SECRETARIAT 


It is difficult to say now what we will do 
with these articles or gold pieces. We may inform 
the Central Board of Revenue, that it is our present 
intention to treat them as historical articles which 
might be kept in a museum. In the event of our 
deciding otherwise later, we shall naturally pay 
such duty as may be decided upon. You should really 
find out from the Finance Ministry what they advise 
in this matter. This is, in a sense, Government 
property. We do not yet know what the value of it 
is and what we will do with it. 

. 




(J. Nehru) 
11 - 11-1952 



10 . 


I had consulted Finance Ministry* before 
sending this note to F.M. By, an oversight, I did not 
mention this in my note. 

,2. I presume Finance Ministry will have no 

objection to our claiming exemption on the ground, 
and subject to the condition, stated in P.M.'s minute. 




(R.K. Nehru) 
12.11.1952. 
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Sd/- Leilamani Naidu 
17.11.52 

Submitted with connected papers. 
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2. As regards para 3 of the F.R., it would 
be desirable to keep this transaction separate 
official accounts. 



perhaps 

from 


Mr. Rauf has just written to say that, 
in addition to the gold already sent to us, 

Mr, Mur thy had handed over twenty thousand Yens 
in casl? to our Embassy in Tokyo. Mr .Rauf wishes 
to know whether this amount may be credited to 
the Embassy account. Even though the Prime Minister 
has said that the I.N.A. Treasure is "in a sense 

1 

Government property", a decision is required as 
to whether Government is, therefore, at liberty 
to utilise the cash for administrative purposes. 
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I.N.A. Treasure . 



* . 



The articles of Jewellery, etc* have arrived and have 
been kept in safe deposit. Dr Rauf is still holding 
20,000 Yen in cash which is also part of the treasure. He 
wishes to know whether this should be credited to the 
Embassy account* 

2. It is our present intention to treat all these arti- 
cles which have been brought from Japan as historical 
articles. Later on they may be kept in a museum. If it 
is decided to keep them in a museum, we shall get the 
currency notes, etc. which Dr Rauf is holding and put them 
along with the other articles. If the decision is to sell 
the articles and use the proceeds for some national purpose, 
Dr Rauf will be asked to send us the money which will be 
added •©» to the other proceeds. 
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3. As we are still uncertain about the ultimate use of 
all this treasure, I think Dr Rauf should be asked to keep 
the currency notes, etc* with him for the present. If he 
sends the notes to us here, there may be some difficulty in 
getting them exchanged for rupees in case it is decided to 
use the proceeds for soma national purpose and not to display 
the articles in a museum. i 

4. P.M. should see. 
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(R.K. Nehru) 
19 . 11.52 
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1. Issue letter placed below. 

2. Send file direct to JsfAD) for action 
on P.M's note above. 
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P.M. asked for this information some days ago. 
believe I asked J.S.(AD), to let me have a list. 
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6.12.52 
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PRIME MINISTER'S SECRETARIAT. 






Thanks. I am informing the Prime Minister of the 
position about these articles as stated in Shri H. Dayal's 
note dated the 6th December, 1952. 




( B.N. Kaul ) 
24 . 12 . 52 . 


EA Ministry (Ghri R.K/ Nehru). . 
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ttesubmit-ted with reference to D.S* (AD.I's j note 
dated 2o. 12.52 on prepage. 
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?M, sons tine ago, enquired about the I.N.A. 
treasure. The treasure, apart from the currency notes, 
has arrived. A list of the articles is attached. Eternal 
Affairs Ministry say that a more detailed list is not 
possible to prqjirs because many of the packages contain 
quantititos of broken bits of Jewellery etc., Which could 
net be easily it-nized. Central Bor-.rd of Revenue have been 
consulted ana they are of the view that -a duty will b. 
payable unless the articles are treated as articles of 
histerical value aid are displayed in a museum. It has not 
yst been decided what will be done witfa -.tlh.33e articles. 
These, articles are roughly valued at Rs .90, 000 A* 

2. In addition to these articles, there is a sum of 

20,000 yens still lying with our Embassy in Tokyo. 

? * 

3* The articles which /arrived ir. India are kept in 
the External .Affairs Ministry. P.M. , I understand* 
expressed a desire to see these articles. Thqy can be 
seer at any time convenient to him. 

Ark — 

( B.ff. Kaul )' 

24. 12. 1952. 



I should like to see th 9 se articles and 
than discuss about them with S.G. and ^.S. 

Tha money lying with our Embassy in Tokyo, 
i.e. 20,000 Yen, might be transferred here. 




■ f 








( J. Nehru) . 
3-1-1953 


* 




PM saw the articles yesterday. We shall be 
grateful for instructions as to their disposal. We 
have meanwhile received a 'letter from the customs 
authorities about assessment of duty. Duty will not 
be payable if the articles are kept for display in a 
public place such as a museum. If it is decided that 
they should be otherwise disposed of, they will have to be 
assessed to duty. The Embassy at Tokyo valued them 
at Rs .90,000 for purposes of insurance. This valuation 
seems excessive, and if any auestion of payment of duty 
arises I think we should try to arrange with the customs 


&SS 


n i 


authorities to get them revalued in their presence. 


2, We are arranging separately for the transfer 
of the amount of 20,000 yen^ from Tokyo in rupees. 


(H. Dayal) 
10 . 1 . 1953 . 
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PRIME MINISTER'S SECRETARIAT. 


I.N.A. Treasure. 
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I saw this "Treasure". It made a poor 
show. Apart from some gold pieces, It consists 
of charred remains of some rather cheap jewellery, 
chiefly some silver and gold articles, all broken 
up. 

I think that this should be kept as it is. 
Apart from everything else, it is some evidence 
of the aircraft accident and subsequent fire. I 
mentioned this matter to the Finance Minister today 
and he said he would look into it. You might send 
the papers to him. 




rfjfls. 


(J. Nehru). 
9-1-1953 
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fte have sent an interim reply to the Central 
Excise directorate, Delhi, vide our letter at S.No.l35-A 
This file may now be sent to the Ministry of finance 
(Hr. Shiralkar j with reference to J.S. (AD 1 s ; minute 
No. 138. 


2. The Ministry of Finance will no doubt show these 

papers to H.M. (Finance J with reference to P.Fi' s minute 
Wo . 1 34 aHwH . vvl 
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MINISTRY OF EINANCE (REV.DIVN.O 


^ © 


In the light of Finance Minister's letter 
No . 1 67-PSF/53 dated 19.1.53 to F.M., instructions 
have been issued to the Collector of Central 


Excise, Delhi, exempting the articles in question 
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from payment of customs duty, as per copy, placed 

*v t , * 

below. 

2 . 

see . 


The Ministry of External Affairs may now 



A. K. Mukarji) 
21. 1. 53 


Min, of External Affairs 
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The precedent cited by the Ministry of Finance may 
please be seen atPS.iio.25-A of file Do.3 1/97/DGO-52 , plac 


ced 


below . 


2. Vve may in the first Instance ask our Ambassador in 
Tokyo if there would be any difficulty in remitting one amount 
to us because of exchange control regulations and if so, in 
which month's accounts the credit is shown. Draft submitted' 
for approval. The person to whom the money is to be credited 
in India may kindly be indicated in the draft. Necessary 
ICS., _ instructions to the A.G.d.H. will be put up *on receipt of 
3* reply. 
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eference S.ho.143-rt 




ho reply has been received so 'far from our ambassador 
at Tokyo to our letter dated the 2Ath January 1953 at S'.Ho.143-a. 
We may send a reminder. Draft submitted for approval. 




0 



A — 


i> 


o 


>w7 


FR 


Papers 


Sd/- H. Dayal 
1.4.53 
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Submitted with connected papers. 
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Reference D.S.(AD.I's} note on prepage, 
araft d.o. to Shri P . K . Krishna swamy is submitted 
r approval. 
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Finance Ministry, Department of Economic 
Affairs, Exchange Control Branch, have already agreed 
to the remittance of this amount to India by crediting 
it to the Embassy's account against payment in India, 
vide Mr. Shiralkar's note dated 16.1.53 at minute 133. 
A formal sanction may now issue as desired by the 
Additional Accountant General in the F.R, The draft 
sanction will be put up on receipt of a reply from 
our Ambassador in Tokyo to our letter dated 5*5.53 
at S.Ko.150-A. The sanction may then issue from the 
Ministry of Finance as was done in the T case cited by 
them in minute 133. 
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S .No.1 55-A 


FR 


Submitted with reference to our note at 
minute 154 above. In our letter at S.No. 1 50-A , 
we specifically wanted to know the date on which 
the amount is credited to Government by our Embassy 
in Tokyo. The F.R. does not give this information. 
It is, however, presumed that the date would be the 
same as the date of the* letter viz . 15th May 1953. 

A draft sanction is put up for approval on this 
basis, which may issue from the Ministry of Finance, 
Department of Economic Affairs, Exchange Control 
Branch. 
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Ministry of External Affairs, 

I.N.A. Treasure, 

Some months ago, PM saw the "treasure 1 * received 
from Tokyo, consisting of some charred and broken pieces 
of jewellery. 

2. We have now received from our Embassy at Tokyo 
Rs. 265/10/-, being the equivalent of the amount of 
20,000 Jen , which was avfr deposited there in cash, 

3. The pieces of metal and the cash are in a safe 


}i7 



in this Ministry, of which the key is in my personal 
custody. PM decided that the "treasure" should be 
kept as evidence of the aircraft accident and subsequent 
fire. The money too was transferred here on his 
instructions. Presumably it will be used for a charitable 
purpose. 

4. The use to be made of these articles and of the 
money in India seems to fall outside the sphere of this 
Ministry. Would PM;; Secretariat kindly take over the 
"treasure" and the cash? 




P PB tor-' PM. 



(H. Dayal) 
29-7-53. 


PRIME MINISTER'S SECRETARIAT. 


PM's last decision evidently was that these articles should 
be kqpt as evidence of the aircraft accident and of subsequent 
fire. So long as they are to serve .this purpose, I suppose they 
have an External Affairs iiLUttij^ Moreover, questions about Shri 
Subhas Chandra Bose's death are still being raised. For the 
present, therefore, to my mind, they should remain with the EA 
Ministry. When they are to go to a museum, as Prime Minister, at 
an earlier stage, thought, they may be passed direct to the museum 
chosen for this purpose. 


I do not know Whether PM, at any stage 

used® 


2 . 

opinion that these articles should be 
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fbr a charitable purpose. 


( B.N. Kaul ) 
3 . 8 . 1953 . 
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The notes ffconr minutes- 168 will recall this 
case. I discussed the question of disposa3(jibf the 
"treasure" with Shri M.O. Mathai during JS(AD)*s 
absence on leave, Shri Mathai said that he would make 
enquiries and let us know where the "treasure" could 
most suitably/kept and displayed^ and would 
ments to take it over from us as soon as possible. 

The "treasure" was &eMs therefore not lodged in the 
Treasury for safe custody. The box containing it has 
been sealed and kept in double lock safe of the 
Treasurer of the Ministry of External Affairs. ShTt 
Mathai may be requested to make arrangements for display 
of the "treasure" and take it over from us. 

2 . The "treasure" includes a sum of Rs. 265/10/- 

in cash. Shri Mathai said that he would obtain P.M.'s 
orders about the disposal of this amount. 


also/arrange- 




C 7 
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mm 3 try of External Affai 


Subjects- I.N.A. "Treasure" , 

Shri M.O. Mathai will recall that I discussed 
the question of disposal of the INA" treasure" with him some 
time ago. The "treasure 0 was received from Tokyo and 
consists of some charred and broken pieces of jewellery. 
There is also a sum of Rs. 265/10/- in cash, being the equiva< 
lent of the amount of 20,000 yen which was deposited with 
our Embassy. The pieces of metal and the cash are in a 
locked box which has been put inside a sealed bag and 
deposited in the cash chest of the Ministry. This is not 


• * 

a very satisfactory arrangement for Its safe custody. 


Shri Mathai said that he would investigate 


in consultation with the Ministry of Education where the 
" treasure" could most usefully be kept and displayed, and 


would then make arrangements to take it over from us. The 
cash could perhaps be credited to any INA Fund that might 
still be in existence. We shall be most grateful if he 
would kindly take action a3 above and relieve us of the 
responsibility for the custody of the "treasure". He would, 
no doubt, obtain P.M.'s orders. 



( Devi Diyal ) 
Deputy secretary 
3-11-53, 
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P RIME MINISTER’S SECRETARIAT 

— - ,f J W 3 

Please see the attached letter from a Buddhist 
priest in Tokyo. You should send a copy of this letter 
to our Ambassador there and ask him to get in touch 
with the writer. The writer should be infoiroed of the 
receipt of his letter and our thanks should be conveyed 
to him for his guarding the ashes of Shri Subhas Chandra 
Bose, He should be told that, of course, at the proper 
time we shall send for the ashes and have them in India, 
But, for the present, we should like him to keep them 
under his safe custody and to look after them, * ■ 


You might inform the Ambassador that he can 
help the priest in any way that he thinks proper, 
including financially In so far as any money might 
be required for this purpose. You will notice that 
in the priest's letter some reference Is made to his 
not receiving any help privately or officially. 



✓'s 








(J. Nehru) 
30 - 11-1953 ' 
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A .tl 



Ministry of External Affairs 


/ 


Subject:- I . N. A. "Treasure" . 


Shrl M.O. Mathal will recall that I discussed 
the question of disposal of the INA" treasure" with him some 
time ago. The "treasure" was received from Tokyo and 
consists of some charred and broken pieces of jewellery. 
There is also a sum of Bs.265/10/- in cash, being the equiva- 
lent of the amount of 20,000 yen which was deposited with 
our Embassy. The pieces of metal and the cash are in a 
locked box which has been put inside a sealed bag and 
deposited in the cash chest of the Ministry. This is not 
a very satisfactory arrangement for its safe custody. 


2. Shri Mathai said that he would investigate 

in consultation with the Ministry of Education where the 
"treasure" could most usefully be kept and displayed, and 
would then make arrangements to take it over from us. The 
cash could perhaps be credited to any IMA Fund that might 
still be in existence. We shall be most grateful if he 
would kindly take action as above and relieve us of the 
responsibility for the custody of the "treasure". He would, 
no doubt, obtain P.M. *s orders. 


3d/- Devi Diyal 
Deputy Secretary 
3- 11-53 


P.M. Sec re tariat (Shrl M.O. Mathal) 

Min. of External Aff'airs~u.o No. 25/4/NGO d/- 3.11.53 

I > 

I suggest that P.M. might write to the Minister 
of Education to authorise someone responsible to get into 
touch with Shri Harishwar Dayal, Joint Secretary, E.A. 
Ministry to take over the "INA Treasure" and place it in 
the Museum in Jaipur House or Rashtrapati Bhawan. 

The first thing the Education Ministry should 
do Is to have a look at the "Treasure" and get suitable 
covered glass cases to be made in order to preserve the 
"Treasure" property* 

The small amount of money might be credited to 
the INA Fund with. the A.I.C.CV 


Sd/- M.O. Mathai 
3-11-53 



It would be desirable for the Education Ministry 
to take charge of this so-called "Treasure", Please ask 
Dr Bhatnagar or Shrl Humayun Kabir about It. 

2. It will not be quite proper for the money to be 

credited to the INA Fund. It should be held by External 
Affairs or by the Education Ministry till we decide about 

1 


Sh rl Math ai 


Sd/- J. Nehru 
12-11-53 


I suggest that Dr Bhatnagar and Prof Humayun 
Kabir might kindly visit EA Ministry and see the 




"Treasure" and then take suitable action. 


Sd/- M.O.Mathai 
13- 11- 53* 


D r. S.S.Bhatnagar 

Professor Kabir may kindly get into touch 
with the parties at once. 




Sd/- S.S.Bhatnagar 
13/11/53 

Mr. H.Dayal, Mr. Roy, Superintendent, Central 
Aslan Antiquities Museum and I saw the 'treasure*. It 
is a miscellaneous collection of broken fragments of 
jewellery, ornaments etc., some twisted metal, presumably 
from an aeroplane and some dust and ashes. The individual 
items are generally very small and their number is quite 
large. 

All three of us were of the view that it would 
be difficult to exhibit these things as they are not 
suitable for exhibition. If there were any personal 
moment oes of the late Shri Subha s Chandra Bose like a 
watch or medal, there would have been some interest in 
the articles. The charred pieces of jewellery, some of 
which appear to be of gold and some of base metal, are 
not likely to arouse much interest. As for the twisted 
metal or dust or ashes, these also are not likely to 
arouse much public interest. 

The best way of dealing with this 'treasure' 
may perhaps be to hand it over to Shri Bose's family. 

They may exhibit it in the Subhas Museum which is 
proposed to be set up in Cuttack or in the house in 
Elgin Road, where also a collection of his things has 
been made. 


If it is desired that some exhibition of these 
articles should be made In Delhi, I would suggest that a 
selection of some of the broken fragments of metal 
or ornaments may be made and arranged in one or two 
shelves in a glass case ahd exhlbite4 in the National 
Museum for a month or so. Thereafter, this and the rest 
of the material may be given to the late Mr, Bose's 
family. 

Minister may kindly see. He may like to 
discuss this with the Prime Minister. 


Sd/- Humeyun Kabir 
27. 11, 1953 


Minister 


I 9 )• 




W 







I agree that these things should be handed 
over to the family of Shri Subhas Chandra Bose, Since 
there is nothing in these objects of any particular 
interest, I do not think it is necessary to keep these 
objects on exhibition for a month here. 


Sd/- (A.K) Azad. 
28- 11- 53 


This may kindly be brought to the notice 


of P.M. 


Sd/-Humayun Kabir 

28/9CI 

Shri M.O.Mathal 

Min aF Sdu u7o No D. 8088/53 H2 d/- 1-12-53 


Prime Minister’s Secretariat 


These articles cannot be sent to Shri Subhas 
Chandra Bose's family. They have shown no interest in 
them and they are not even now prepared to admit that 
Shri Subhas Chandra Bose died in this accident. 

There is no question of holding an exhibition of 
them here. But they have to be kept here carefully. 
There are other articles too which are of historical 
value. There was a flag, a silver charka etc. All 
relics of Shri Subhas Chandra Bose should be carefully 
preserved in proper cases, 

Shri Subhas Chandra Bose's ashes are still in 
Tokyo preserved in a temple. The question of/their 
being brought to India has been raised from time to 
time, but because of the family's attitude, we have 
been unable to do anything. 


Sd/- J. Nehru 
2-12-1953 

Ministry of Education 


Mr. H.Dayal and Mr. Roy may please see. There- 
after, the » treasure" may be locked in a box and sealed, 
and deposited in the Museum. 


Sd/- Humayun Kabir 
7/12 


M/B.A, (Mr. Dayal) 


'"of 


Ministry of External Affairs 


I presume a representative of the Museum will 
come over here and take/feharge of the box against a 
formal receipt. 


Sd/- H.Dayal 
8.12.53 

Mr .R oy (Supdt, Central Aslan Antiauities Museum) 

Min. K kt e' r ^r~Affalr3~u7 o 'M~ D .6&8Q-NG0 /53 ^ 


The box containing the 'treasure' as per list 
on the file was opened and the contents checked and 
thereafter re-locked and re-sealed with the N.G.O. seal 
of the Ministry of External Affairs and handed over 
along with the key to Mr. J.K.Roy, Superintendent, 
National Museum, in the presence of Mr. A.C.Banerji 
of the Natioaal Museum. 


Deputy Secretary 
30.12.1953 




ffk JL^ 

(J.K.Roy) 
30. 12. 1953 




("A.C.Baner j 1; 
30. 12. 1953. 
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It would be desirable for the Education 
Ministry to take charge of this so-called "Treasure", 
Please ask Dr Bhatnagar or Shri Humayun Kabir about 
it. 


/\ I S 


2. It will not be quite proper for the money 

to be credited to the INA Fund. It should be held 
by External Affairs or by the Education Ministry 
till we decide about it. 








(J. Nehru) 
12-11-53 


Shri Martlial . 

^ J S^-ypuyi 
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Ministry of External 


Subject:- I.H.A. "Treasure”. 
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Shri M.O. Mathai will recall that I discussed 
the question of disposal of the INA" treasure" with him some 
time ago. The "treasure” was received from Tokyo and 
consists of some charred and broken pieces of jewellery. 

There is also a sum of Rs, 265/10/- in cash, being the equiva- — 
lent of the amount of 20,000 yen which was deposited with 
our Embassy, The pieces of metal and the cash are in a 
locked box which has been put inside a sealed bag and 
deposited in the cash chest of the Ministry. This is not 
a very satisfactory arrangement for its safe custody. 

2. Shri Mathai said that he would investigate 

in consultation with the Ministry of Education where the 
"treasure" could most usefully be kept and displayed, and 
would then make arrangements to take it over from U 3 , The 
cash could perhaps be credited to any XNA Fund that might 
still be in existence. We shall be most grateful if he 
would kindly take action as above and relieve us of the 
responsibility for the custody of the "treasure"* He would, 
no doubt, obtain P.M. *s orders. 
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( Devi Diyal ) 
Deputy Secretary. 
3-11-53, 


P.M. Secretariat (Shri M.O. Mathai) . 
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(Ministry of Education). 


Mr. H.Dayal, Mr. Roy, Superintendent, Central 
Asian Antiquities Museum and I saw the 'treasure 1 . It 
is a miscellaneous collection of broken fragments of 
jewellery, ornaments etc., some twisted metal, presumably 
from an aeroplane and some dust and ashes. The individual 
items are generally very small and their number is quite 
large. 

All three of us were of the view that it* would be 
difficult to exhibit these things as they are not suitable 
for exhibition. If there were any personal momentoes 
of the late Shri Subhas Chandra Bose like a watch or medal, 
there would have been some interest in the articles. 

The charred pieces of jewellery, some of which appear 

m 

to be of gold and some of base metal, are not likely to 

arouse much interest. As for the twisted metal or dust 

* 1 

or ashes, these also are not likely to arouse much 
public interest. 

The best way of dealing with this 'treasure' may 
perhaps be to hand it over to Shri Bose's family. They 
may exhibit it in the Subhas Museum which is proposed to 
be set up in Cuttack or in the house in Elgin Road, where 
also a collection of his things has been made. 

If it is desired that some exhibition of these 
articles should be made in Delhi, I would suggest that a 
selection of some of the broken fragments of metal 
or ornaments may be made and arranged in one or two 
shelves in a glass case and exhibited in the National 
Museum for a month or so. Thereafter, this and the rest 
of the material may be given to the late Mr. Bose's family. 

Minister may kindly see. He may like to discuss 
this with the Prime Minister. 






(Humayun Kabir ) 
27 . 11 . 1953 , 
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I agree that all these things should be 
handed over to the family of Shri Subha s Chandra Bose. 

f 

Since there is nothing in these objects of any particular 
interest, I do not think it is necessary. to keep these 
objects, on exhibition for a month here. 





Sd/- (A.K) Azad. 
28 - 11- 53 
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. PRIME MINISTER'S SECRETE I AT 


These articles cannot be sent to Shri Subhas 
Chandra Bose's family. They have shown no interest in them- 
and they are not even now prepared to admit that Shri Subhas 
Chandra Bose died in this accident. 


There is no question of holding an exhibition of 
them here. But they have to be kept here carefully. There 
are other articles too which are of historical value. There 
was a flag, a silver charka etc. All relics of Shri Subhas 
Chandra Bose should be carefully preserved in proper cases. 


Cj ■ Ig'k fi 


Shri Subhas Chandra Bose's ashes are still in Tokyo 
preserved in a temple. The question of their being brought 
to India has also been raised from time to time, but because 
of the family's attitude, we have been unable to do anything. 
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Ministry of External Affairs 

(NGO Section^ 
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Please let me have the relevant papers. 

sd, A.J. Kidwai 


NGO file (No.25/4/NGO) on the subject was 
referred to Shri M.oL Mathai on ( the 28th January in connexion 
with the disposal of the I. N .A. 'treasure* and has not yet been 
received back. 7*t was: not put up earlier as it was expected 
that the file would be received backT* ‘ The file will be 

is received back. Meanwhile, DS( c w) 
F.R. may please see for present 


put up as soon as it 
who has not seen the 
information. 
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Ministry of External Affairs . 

Ad.III-Sec. 

S>, /3 

A sum of Rs.265/10 ( two hundred sixty five/10/-) 
was deposited with the Cashier by D.S.(AD.I) on 3C.1S.53 

, • A . / 

on account of Secret Service. fhis amount hes not so far 
been withdrawn although a number of reminders have been 
issued. itxixxyH^MfiXt®Qtxthajcx±RxxxHK»un±xxx}cx Orders are 
solicited for the dispos 1 of the amount as it is open to 
audit objection to keep such amounts undisposed for such a 
long time. 
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I have spoken to Shri Kathai who has promised to 
obtain P.M' s orders as soon as possible. 


Sd/- 33evi Diyal 
29/6/54 
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I am inclined to agree with Ambassador Rauf. 
Please put up previous papers, if any, early. 
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Sd/- T.N. Kaul 
26/6 


<r* 


Sd/- K.P.S.Menon 
26/6 
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Sd/- Mohd. Yunus 
29/6 




Submitted with connected papers. In this connection 
a reference is also invited to P.M's note dated 2.12.53 at 
minute 193 ^ W) . 
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PRIME MINISTER'S SECRETARIAT 



A small amount of Rs. 200/- and odd was 
received by the Minister of External Affairs from 
our Embassy in Tokyo along with the ashes and other 
remains of the late Shri Subhash Chandra Bose. 

This money is being kept in the External Affairs 
Ministry. 

2. I have consulted the Prime Minister about this 
and he agrees that this amount might be transferred 
to the INA Relief Fund. The Ministry might get into 
touch with the General Secretary of the AICC, 7 Jantar 
Man tar Road, New Delhi, and have this money transferred 
to the INA Fund. A receipt might be obtained for 
the Ministry's record. 


Var^' 

(M.O. Mathai) 
2.12.1954. 
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JS(AD) - Shri Frem Krishen . 
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_ Ministryi of External Affairs. 
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D.S.(ADP) may please see U.S.(PCJ)*s note on 
S .No. 222-A. for information. 
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Cash Branch. 
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A sum of Bs. £65/10 was deposited wit. the Cashier by 
D.S.(Ad.I) now D.S.(P) on 30.12.53. Although a number of 
times reminders have been sent to the Officer concerned 
by him but the amount has, not so far been withdrawn from us, 
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±fis requested thatD.S.(1tk F) may kindly re- ind the 
officer concerned again to withdraw the amount as the 
auditors are strongly objecting to the withholding of this 
amount by us for so long a time. 
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Sd/ - Leilamani iMaidu 
?J 16 . 12.52 

The intention in writing to dev. M« Bharmeswar 
that the ashes of Shri Subha s Uhandra Bose were in the 
custody of the Indian Embassy in Tokyo was that the 
ashes were under the control of the Embassy and within 
their knowledge even though they were not in their 
physical possession. 
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2. In this connection a reference is invited to 
Shri K.K. Chettur's D.Q. No.f.26(14 J/48, dated the 
1st October 1951, at£s.No.37-A in file 25/4/NGO, linked 
below. The following quotation from this letter is 
relevant 

"It may interest you to know that quite some 
months ago we had arranged with the Japanese 
foreign Office here that the ashes would be 
left undisturbed and under our control in. the 
temple until further instructions were received 
from this Mission. The prdest himself is also 
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fully aware of this decision, which was 
explained to him in person." 





3. A reference is also invited to portion marked 'A' 

of P.J>i' s letter dated 1.3.52 to Dr. B.d.Koy at^S.Wo. 57 -A 1 - r C > 

of file 25/4/WGO, and to portion marked ’a’ of u.S.(FEA'sJ 
note Gated 14.10.52 at'kiinute 17 of file Wo. 25/1 3/WGO-52, f , r - 
linked below. * - V 
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ykJL Date of despatch. 
^ - 2. List of enclosures. 




DEPABTMENT/OFFICB. 


File No. 
Sei.ai No. 


Letter 

Draft 

STjatgreittx 

No. U.4067-IvGO/52 


Dated 


r-f'^3 


to 


hev. M. Uharrme swar , 
Nipponaan Myohpji, 
Hanaokayama , 
Kumamoto . 

[ Japan ) 



u 



Sir, 

I am directed to refer to 

4 j 

0 this Ministry’s letter Wo. 

M ; D. 5433-CJK/52, dated the 24th 

i November 1952, and to say that 

/ 

- the ashes of Shri Subhas Chandra 

Bose are kept in the iienkoji 
temple in Tokyo under the custody 


of the Indian embassy in Tokyo. 


Yours faithfully, 

\ 



D.O. No. D. 4067- NG 0/52 


the January, 1953* 


Dear Mr* Trivedi, 


Will you please refer to your D.O. No.F.5(l)NG0-I 
dated the 11th December 19 52, to Miss Naidu, regarding 
the ashes of Shri Suhhas Chandra Bose ? 

2. Rev. M, Dharmeswar had asked us if India 
Government were willing to take any steps about the 
ashes of Sirl ffcbhas Chandra Bose now lying at Tokyo. 

Our intention was simply to tell him that the Indian 
Government and our Embassy irt Tokyo were aware of the 
existence of the ashes and had full control over their 
disposal even though these were kept in the Renkojl 
temple. In this connection please refer to Mr. Chettur* s 
D.O. Tfo.F.26(14)/48, dated the 1st October 1951, to 

Mr. Dutt. 

3. To avoid any misunderstanding, however, ve 
are writing to Hev* Dharmesjivar again to clarify the 
position. 


Yours sincerely, 



(V.K. Ahuja) 


Embassy of India 


V*C» Trivedi, Esq., I.F.S., 
First Secretary, 


of India, 






A- 



Lltd ? 

i^'JB 

U.'»-« 


®(F£7p 


/Th 

ArJ 

D.O. ITo -F- 5 ( l)ITGO— I 


telegrams: (ndemdassy, 

TOKYO 


11th December 1952. 

* *20 { 

Dear. Miss Naidu, 

Dill you please refer to the Ministry^ letter 

No.D.5433-CJK/52, dated the 24th November;, addressed , 

- ; > o 

to Rev. L. Dharnes war , stating that the ashes of J 

Shri Subhas Chandra Bose are in the custody of IncL^n \.. 

Embassy in Tokyo? c iA° ' 

2 . 

ashes are still in the Renkoji Temple ./Please see in 

* 

this connection hr. Chakravarti 1 s D.O. No.25/4/NG0 dated 
the 18th July, 1951, to hr. Chettur saying that the ashes 
should remain where they are. 


/ ^\y*\ 

I an afraid there is some misunderstanding as the 


Yours sincerely, 

V* 

(Y.C. TRIYEDI) 


t 




Miss Leilaiaani Naidu, 

Deputy Secretary to the Govt, of India, 
Ministry of External Affairs, 

isuaiii. 


L 


SL * 


C t') 

DEPARTMENT/OFFICE. 






mV* 


File Xo. 
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.Pi v t 


jw(A. ; 

\f X.Artvt^s 

vxs». ^ 



-X-^ctwalid to -fat. 


* *gctf***i 



VE < 


to the ‘President, India. 



f/Ar' 

Cjl/c * ‘ ‘ 

W5A>. 

WJtSw rrirfitV* rotary 



No. J) 2X2- 3 

#* 



Atetu Del/u, £4# 


"/"/ 



196 

A* 

.ii' 


4 ^ As. 


ills Excellency 

The 


To at 



of India . 
your excellency, 

May I know if India government is willing to take 
any step about the ashes of Sri k ublias Chandra Bose now 

lying at Tokyo ? If so please inform me so that I may 

move for them properly here. 


• ! Hv 


I remain, 


four 



Address 

Kev. M# Dharmeswar 
Mpponzan Myohojl 
Hanaokayama 
Kumamoto 
Japan. 


c J s 

L* J 


J>. 4>39/- A 


Telegram ; CONGRESS 


Telephone* : | JgJ 

^ ALL INDIA CONGRESS COMMITTEE 


* 

A 



1 jamtar mantar road 
NEW DELHI-1 

Deember 11, 1954. 


* », 


Dear friend, 

I hereby acknowledge receipt of your 
D.O. Ho ■ 322 7-N GO/54 dated 9th Decmber, 1954 
and author! se Shri Durga Prasad Sharna, the 
bearer of this letter to take payment of Rs. 
265/10/- (Rupees two hundred sixty five and 
annas ten only) only re oeived fran Tokyo for 
transfer to t.N.A. Relief Fund. Shri Shanna 
will sign as under* 

tSvrA 



(■ 


Tours sincerely, 

^ <yu. *$*!-. S' . /W~Jl 

^ r (S.N. Agar&L) 

D-P- 'AmjuMt g^IERAL secret art 

-hsih' t~ -by Tbt . 

/Uf , . Shri Devi Wyal Bhatla, ‘ 

1/mJjtMt Deputy Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

-Ifjiyyu HEW DELH T 

HCJ>S K ... 


3 


D.0.No.3a27- ^ 4 ^! . 


MINISTRY OF EXTRRHAL AFFAIRS, 
New Delhi, 


the 9 TK December, 1954. 


-m 


r* 

w'*' 


/s 



Dear Sir, 

I have been directed by the Prime Minister 
to hand over to yon, for transfer to the I.N.4. Relief 
Fund, a sum of Rs. 265/10/-. This amount was received 
from Tokyo along with certain other remains of the 
late Ghri Subhash Chandra Bose and was being kept in 
the External Affairs Ministry pending instructions 
about Its disposal. 

2. I should be grateful if you would kindly 

have the amount collected from me (In room Do. 46, 

South Block, Central Secretariat) by a duly authorised 
person at an early date and let me have a receipt for 
our record. 

Yours faithfully. 



(Devi Uiyal Bhatia) 
Deputy Secretary. 

(Tele i No* 42798). 


* 


* 


• SAMAN* 

7/12 


Shri S.N. Agarwal, 

General Secretary, 

All India Congress Committee, 
7, Jantar Mantar Road, 

ag-wa- 


sr , 



secret " "" 

J. a- K f-SO) "to - % 

EMBASSY OF INDIA IN JAPAN 
TOKYO 

93rd June , 1954. 

U> . 3J24- »p>/s*t. 

0*2 ' f 




My dear 

Please refer to your demi-official letter No. F.25/4/NG0, 


dated the 15th June, 1954, regarding the ashes of Shri Subhas Bose. 
2. Miss Naidu had shown me a letter received from Ranbir Singh 


w-J 


> 




M- ^ 


in which it was suggested that we should donate a receptacle of 
v.% appropriate material and quality to enshrine the ashes of the late 
* Netaji, She was most anxious, in view of the opinion of the family 


§A . ^ .. &Ad some others, that the Government of India should not be committed 

I . 




to an admission that they acknowledged the ashes to be genuine relics. 

t v 

I, therefore, suggested that I would try to persuade some admirers 
of Netaji in Rangoon to donate a casket for the purpose. On my way 
back to Japan, I had only a day and half at Rangoon and, therefore, 
could not meet a number of people I had intended to approach. How- 
ever, one gentleman to whom I talked to, was not enthusiastic about 
the idea, 

3. 

of his own status as the keeper of the ashes. Opinion of Indians 
here is divided. Any recognition, therefore, would be a source of 
controversy. It would not ,so much matter about the Indians locally, 
but the opinion in Bengal refuses to accept the fact of Netaji's 
death and, therefore, of the genuineness of the ashes. I would, 
therefore, suggest that so long as we can, we should try and keep 

things as they are until opinion in Bengal changes to accept the 

- 

fact of his death. 


The priest of the Renkoji temple is anxious for a recognition 


Yours 


m 


Shri T.N. Kaul, 
Joint Secretary, 
Ministry of Ext 


(M. A,* Rauf) 


M 


ernal Affairs, New Delhi , n\ _ 







MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, 


NEW DELHI 


The 


D . 0 . No . F . 2 5/4/NG- O ■ 


f>'TK June, 1954. 




Jk 




if 




2V 


Kindly refer to Ranbir Singh’s D.O. 
No.F.5(l)NG0-I, dated the 16th January 1954, 
to Leilaraani Naidu, regarding his talk with 
the priest of the Rerikoji temple about the 
ashes of Shri Subha s Bose? 

2. T^t hi.q . gnnnflgHnn ynn hnJ 1 

tJaat'jyou had a discussion with Miss Naidu on 
this matter when you were last in Delhi, and 
you had suggested that no action need be 
taken by us until we heard further from you. 

We should be grateful if you would kindly send 
us youi)f views as early as possible. 





XU 



M'.;U l-l 3 yJETd 







X )- ^qnfidenttal 

V ^ r/ D.O, No. F.5(1)NG0-I 

EMBASSY OF INDIA IN JAPAN 

TOKYO 

16th January, 1964. 


.A. 


My dear 


IW) IWla 


t 


t/<r 


© 


Will you please refer to your D.O* letter No. B.5219- 
NGO/53, dated the 4th December, 1953, to the Ambassador, which 
contained certain instructions about Subhas Babu's ashes?* 


2. In the absence of the Ambassador, I opened your letter 

and, recently, visited Mochizuki-San at the Renkoji temple. 

I was accompanied by a colleague, Shri. M.S, Nair, Registrar 
in our General Section, who speaks Japanese fluently. 


3, We thanked the priest, on behalf of the Government 

of India, for the care he has bestowed on these ashes; and we 
told him that, at a prooer time, they would be sent to India. 
Should he require financial assistance, we would be happy to 
provide it; but we hoped for his agreement to continue as 
the guardian of the ashes for some time. 

4. Though repeatedly pressed to accept financial assis- 
tance, the priest made it very clear that he had kept the 
ashes, voluntarily, because of his high regard for Subhas 
Babu, which, in itself, made it Impossible for him to accept 
any money. 





5. He then told us in a round-about -way that the guardian- 

ship of these ashes was a source of worry to him; that some 
of the few- score Indians who have visited the temple and seen 
the ashes have not behaved with due respect towards them and 
that he sought to have it stated officially, and publicly, 

( by this Embassy, that the ashes were in his keeping. f Finally, 
could we arrange to provide a receptacle, of artistic design, 
made preferably in India, in which the ashes would be kept? 
This receptacle would be on a shelf, in the temple, between 
two lighted candles; and visitors could make their obeisance 
before it. Of course, whether Buddhists (Mochizuki-San Is 
a member of the NIchiren sect) or Shintoists, the Japanese 
1 venerate, greatly, the ashes of the dead. 

6. As you know, many of our fellow-citizens living In 

Japan, as well as some of those at home, remain convinced 
either that these ashes are not those of Subhas Babu or that 
he is still alive. Such evidence as we have, on the relevant 
file, indicates that he is dead and it is likely, though not 


1.0 


7 





page 2 


absolutely certain, that these ashes are his. 


7* Any official statement by this Embassy of the 

type required by the priest would raise a storm of 
protest among some of our more obstinate fellow-citizens 
here. 

i ■ ■ * e ‘ * 

■ > "Sr 

8. The priest agreed to continue to look after the 

ashes and we were able to dissuade him from insisting 
on public acknowledgment which, we implied, would, 

of course, be given when the ashes were, finally, taken * y-Cf 1 

to India. 


9, The ashes are, at present, kept in a cupboard in 
the temple and, when visitors arrive, they are taken out 
and placed between two candles - below a small photograph' 
of Subhas Babu, They are kept in a small box about 9" X 6” , 
which seems to be either tih or wood, and are covered by a 
white and somewhat transparent cloth which is almost gauze. 

This manner of viewing them is rather undignified. I would 
be grateful to have" early instructions about the priest’s 
request for the provision of a suitable receptacle. The 
points for decision are, firstly, whether we should comply 
with this, request and, secondly, whether the receptacle should 
be made in India or obtained in Japan. Should it be decided 
to make one in India, I will consult the priest again and 
provide details about the sort of receptacle he wishes to have. 

10. You may be interested to hear that the priest told 
me that about one hundred persons, including Indians and 
Japanese, had visited him and been. shown the ashes. Certain 
Americans had also come, to use his own words, to ^worship” the 
ashes. It was sad to hear that the conduct of some of our own 
people had been lacking in propriety. 




11. The Renkoji temple Is fairly large and is well looked 

after. I am quite convinced that Mochizuki-San does not require 
financial assistance to look after the ashes* He is a pleasant 
man of about 60 and I have little doubt that his genuine regard 
for Subhas Babu derives from his sincere, though metaphysical and 
ill-founded, belief, that Japan’s Asian venture, if successful, 
would have been the fulfilment of a noble and humanitarian purpose. 


12 . 


I shall be grateful for instructions. 


Shrimathi Leilamani Naidu, 

Deputy Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, New 


Delhi 







No. 


December 4 , 1953 




My dear Rauf, ' 0 

I enclose a copy of a letter addressed to the 
Prime Minister by the Priest of Renkoji, a Buddhist 
temple In Tokyo where the ashes of the late Shrl Subhas 
Chandra Bose are enshrined. The Prime Minister desires 


X 


that the priest be Informed of the receipt of his letter 
and, on behalf of the Government of India, thanked for 
his guarding the ashes of Shrl Subhas Chandra Bose. He 
should also be told that, at the proper time, we shall 


send for the ashes and have them in India. But, for the 
present, we should like him to keep them under his safe 
custody and look after them. 


In the priest's letter, some reference is made 


to his not receiving any help privately or officially. 
The Prime Minister would therefore like you to help him 
in any way you think proper, including financially in so 
far as any money night be required for this pumose. 


fours sincerely, 



Dr. M.A. Rauf, 
Ambassador of India, 
TOKYO . 


a-c ' l 


El a Excellency, 

Dr. Pandit Jawaher Lai Hehru, 
The Prime Minister of India. 

. I ew Dilhi, India. 


Kyoei lochiauki 
130, 2 -choice, Koenji, 
Sugi nami - leu , Toky o , 
Japan. 

uovember 25, 1953 t 


Deal 1 Dir: 

I an the priest of Kerikoji, Buddhist .temple in the 
suburbs of Tokyo City. I have the honour to send this 
letter to you, guided by the soul of the late Sbath Chandra 
Bose ji. I have been keeping the ashes of Metaji safely, 
and praying for the repose of his soul since September 18 
in 1945. Eight years have already passed since that time, 
japan was under Occupation eight years ago, during which 
Japanese people were living their stormy life in social 
.confusion. Therefore, apprehensive of consequences, none 
pould accept Letaji's ashes to keep it safely. 

X, a stranger to the late Meta jl, was asked to keep 
the ashes by people who were strangers to me including 
Indians of whom I have never heard since that time. I 
thought anyone’s soul should be warmly v;orshipped under 
whatever circumstances, according to such belief as a 
religionist who 3erve the spiritual world, X have secretly 
been guarding Iletaji’s ashes at the risk of my life. I 
have been so watchful that even small noises at midnight 
startle me. 

In June, 1951, Ex-Indian Ambassador to Japan, Ills 
Excellency, K.K.Chettur , Invited me to his official resi- 
dence. And I was officially asked to keep the ashes by 
him, as the representative of the Indian Government. The 
witness was Mr. Tamura , Chief of the Ceremony Section of 
the Foreign Office of Japan. So my responsibility and 
duties for keeping the ashes have become more important. 

Frankly speaking, ± must inform you that. In spite of 
many inconveniences and trouble 1 underwent in keeping the 
ashes, 1 have never received any help privately and 
officially. But I believe 1 can keep up Metaji's soul 
perfectly by recognizing the importance of duties assigned 
me and with my strong belief as a religionist . 


_.ow Japan is not under Occupation. The peaceful 
relations between Japan and India have been reestablished. 
So, It is meaningless and pity for the late i.etaji that 
liis ashes should be kept In a temple of a foreign country, 
lonely and secretly, after all his vain efforts to bring 
about the independence of India and happiness of Asia. I 
think now is the time when such a significant plan as 
vivifies the historical achievements and sacred spirit of 
lletaji eternally for both Asia and mankind should be adopted, 

During the latest equinox week, X dreamed a strange 
dream of netaji two nights on end. The dream was enough to 
make me lose the peace of my mind as a religionist. 

Such is the background of my taking the liberty of ex- 
pressing my personal view in this letter, which 1 write as 
a religionist and a priest who is charged with such an 
important responsibility by the Indian Government * 

I should be much obliged if you would kindly understand 
me, and send me, directly If possible, any suggestions you 
may have as to the disposal of the late ^etaji’s ashes/ 


Sincerely yours. 



Kyoei Mochizukl 7 

Priest of Renko ji- Temple 
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File No. 
♦Serial No 


No. F. 25/4/FGG . 

To 


Dated 




. Batish Chandra, Lsq. , I.O.S., 

deputy Commissioner, 

Delhi. 


i 


Sir , 


F 


i 


V 


S. 5. (Large). 

SI f'T — :M> I S tl‘— HJ707 (31-108) “.'l l 1 IS — 1 S(»,000 I’.mO 


I am directed to say that under 
instructions from the .Prime Minister we 
have obtained from Japan some property 
belonging to the former "Indian National 
Army". . This property, which is known as 
"I.N.A. Treasure", consists of some pieces 
of gold and charred and broken pieces of 
jewellery, ana was handed over to us by 
the officials of the India Independence 
League at Tokyo, who kept it with them, 
since the reported death of Shri Subhas 
Chandra Bose. 

2. The Prime Minister has decided that 

the "treasure" should be kept as evidence 

• . H 

of the aircraft accident in which Bhri Bose 
met his death. 

3. 1 am accordingly to request you 

' 

to authorise the Treasury Officer, New Delhi, 
to receive the "treasure" into the Treasury 
for safe custody under Pule 73 of the 
Treasury Pules. ^ list of the articles 
in question is enclosed for your information. 
Besides these, an amount of Ps.265/lO is 
held in cash,^ being the equivalent of 
20,000 Yen which was deposited in our 
Lmbassy at Tokyo. This amount may also 
be taken over by the Treasury Officer. 

Yours faithfully, 





b.S. CaD.I ) 


GUM 


LINE 2 <*j 


MEMORANDUM. 


WrtT.DX.V- -is -l-l B 21 - 


*0^ 


■ri' 




Med the 





-From 



I ACCOUNTANT GENERAL I 
" ' CENTRAL' REVENGES,' ' ; 

V* KEW-DEUiL... I 

47 


To 


Th« . Tf © esury • off! eer y 
Ngw Delhi* 


'■■jf 

Jr f 

v 


Subject.. .P.syi 1 : pnt. . .tw0..thfi NS-W- Delhi-. 

Sir, 

« — 

I sm to request that arrangements my flense be 
mp<3e to pay a sum of Pr.(265-ll-0 ) Two h undred ard sixty 
fjve -/lV-) the Govt, of India M /EJ* a. New Delhi 
on e simple receipt, 

2. The debit may please oe nassed on to this office in the 
usual manner nuoting thi3 1st er 9s authority* 

3, A cony of this is being, endorsed to the Ministry of 
-*E.A. 


RK 


|5> 


'fours Faithfully 

j^y 

' bJUL (C.HVsooD). 


u/r 0 '^ ' r.iul \?4 .isv & 


ip y 

Copy to the Ministry of E. A, New ^elhi for infonratlon 
and necessary action with reference to their rnnfno No.F.25/ 

•tj 1/NGO dated 29,5.53, The bill for the purpose may please be 
4 , preferred at the New Delhi Treasury. / 


* S. 185 


Modem Indis* Press — 20-101-48-FJ, (l£.F,P,)l-4 

*1 ✓ 1 CENTRAL. 




it— 11-5-48. 


K-, UH - It? 




















Shri P.K.Bardhan, 

Deputy Accountant General, 
Central Revenues, New Delhi . 


D.0.No.BAG( 1)/CD/7 Dt. 10.5,53. 


Subs- Credit of 20,000 Yens in 

the Embassy of India, Tokyo. 


jU -A- 


My dear Devi Diyal, 

Kindly refer/to your top secret 
letter No.F-25/4/^NGO, dated the 5th 
June, 1953. The sanction of the Ministry 
of Finance, Department of Economic 
Affairs to the transfer of 20,000 Yens 
to Uadi a through Govt. Account has been 
received in this office. The necessary 


authority enabling the Ministry to 
withdraw the amount in India will be 
issued as soon as the Cash Account of 
the Embassy of India, Tokyo showing the 
credit is received in this office. 


) Yours sincerely, 
(P.K.Bardharyn 

Shri Devi Diyal, 

Deputy Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, New Delhi . 


Db.F.gSA/IK-O. 


Dated the 



^"3T June 1953. 

f/ 


Sn 

\ 


Subjects Credit of 20,000 Yen (Rs.2QS/ll) in the 
Embassy of India, Tokyo* 


!$r dear Bardhan, 


}$> 




Please refer to Shri P*H.Krishnaswa!ry*s 
D.O. Bo. &G ( Addl } A . ^ SC/15 , dated the 11th May 
1953, on the subject mentioned above. We have 
now obtained the sanction of the Ministry of 
Finance, Department of Economic affairs. Exchange 
Control Branch, to the transfer of 20.000 Yen to 
India, through Government account- viae our Official 
Ifenorandua rfo.F.25/4/BG0, dated the 29th May 1953. 

2* It is requested that the necessary 

authority enabling this Ministry to withdraw the 
amount In India may now be issued. 






Yours sincerely, 


(Devi Diyal) 


Bhrl P.K. Bardhan, 

Sr. Deputy Accountant General, 
Central Revenues, 

Hew Delhi, 






jr 


* 




4 


3. Date of Jespatuli 


- Hi 


■J. I.! -i uf oiiejusiirt.!:; 
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* 
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HBPABXMEST.-OWICE. 
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File No. 
Serial No. 


No. F.25/4/WGO 


Du ted 


& 


-5 " 


O 



To 


The A.G.C.R. , New Delhi. 


The undersigned is directed to say 
that a sum of Rupees two hundred and sixty 
five and eleven annas may be paid in 
New Delhi on a simple receipt to the 
Ministry of External Affairs against the 
credit of an equivalent amounfcT in Japanese 
currency (20,000 yen) received by the 
Embassy of India in Tokyo and appearing 
in the monthly account of that Embassy 
for May 1953 under the head: 






"Tokyo - Suspense - Miscellaneous 
receipts from Indians. 
(Adjustable in India;." 


2, This amount does not relate^ to 

the Government account but its remittance 
to India through Government account in 
the above manner has been sanctioned by 
the Government of India as a special case. 


3. A copy of this Memorandum is being 
forwarded to you through the Ministry of 
Finance. 

D • S . ( AD . I ) 


Copy, together with three spare copies, 
forwarded to the Ministry of Finance 
(Shri P.D. Kasbekar; for communication to 
the A.G.C.R. Sanction has been accorded 
with the concurrence of that Ministry vide 
their u/o No. 3073-E. F. 1/53 , dated the 
22nd May 1953. 


2. Copy to AD .Ill/Account s Branches. 



D.S. (AD.l ) 


S. 5 iL&tgS). 

&PP _304 S&P— UT07— (M-4US)— 36-ll-4a— 150.00U Pads. 


Vi - Or 






J 



D.O. No. F,5(1)NG0-I 


TjQ&-S5CBE£ ^ 1 

AN 


EMBASSY OF INDIA IN JAPAN 
TOKYO 


15th May 1953 




yj-cw 


; 


l 




or 


(J> No. F. 

a.. 7' 



*'■ 


My dear 

Will you please refer to your demi-official letter 
25/4/NGO of the 5th May 1953? 

The 20,000 Yen (Hs 265/11/-) in question has been 
credited to Government and entered in our Cash Account under 

t 

the head "Tokyo -Suspense-Miscellaneous receipts from Indians 
(Adjustable in India)". 

Yours 

fWffM 

CM, A. Rauf) 


Shri, Devi Diyal, 

Deputy Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi 




ir ’ — 




& 


m 


% 


{ J 4 j 

■ ■ ||| J S t 

D. O.Ho. AG( Addl)/1? . AISC/\ £ 


• J> rto. isT^riai^y 

+ **" * ~ " **" i ' ■ -aTP 


P. IT. Krishnaswamy, I.A.& A. S. , 
Addl, Accountant General, 
Central Revenues, 


s nft 



Cur z on Road, 

/i/j- New Delhi, 11th May, 1953. 

Subject:- Credit of 20,000 Yen (fis. 265/11 ) 
in the Embassy of India, Tokyo. 

My dear Devi Diyal, ... ' 

/ 

Please refer to your d. o. letter No.F. 25/4/NGO 
dated the 9th May, 1953 on the subject mentioned 
above. I think that the transfer of 20,000 Yen 
to India, belonging to the Funds of the Indian 
National Army, should be sanctioned by the Finance 
Ministry, Department of Economic Affairs, Exchange 
Control Branch. It is better that you take the 
necessary sanction from them for the remittance 
of this amount to India. This case will, in 
future, be dealt with by the TAD Branch of my 
office, which is under the supervisory charge 
of Shri P.K.Bardhan, Sr. Deputy Accountant General. 

I will hand over these papers to him and you may 
please correspond with him directly in respect 
of this case. 

Yours sincerely, 


Shri Devi Diyal Bhatia, 

Dy. Secretary to the 
Government of India, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi. 


"ma Q 





fto.v.2 5/4/KGQ. 



Dated the May 1953* 


/ 

Subject: Credit of 20,000 Yen (Rs.265/11) 
in the Embassy of India, Tokyo. 


My dear Krishnasw&my , 




7 


A sum of 20,000 Yen (Rs. 265/11 i is lying 
with our wabassy in Japan as part of the funds 
of the Indian National Army under the late 
bhri oubhas Chandra hose. This is not Government 
money, but it has been decided to transfer 
it to India through Government account, as 
remittance through normal banking channels was 
not conveniently practicable. In this connection 
x enclose a copy of my letter ho. f .2 5/4/ A GO, dated 
the 5th May 1953, to our Ambassador in Tokyo. 



2. It is requested that this Ministry may be 
authorised to withdraw the amount for payment to 
the authorities of the fund as soon as the 
credit in the suspense account is received in 
India* 

Yours sincerely, 
(Devi DiyalJ 

Shri P.ii.Krishnaswamy, 

Additional Accountant General, 

Central Revenues, 
tie w Delhi. 



I ISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 




Loiter 

Dr&ftr >Me»OfajidtTm 
Megranu 





1. Date of despatch 


2. List of enclosures 








I l 

y^< 


No. F.25/4/' -0 


Dated 


File No. 
Serial No. 

S’ -£-1953, 


My dear Ambassador, 

Will you please refer to your 


D.O. letter Ho.F. 5(1)NG0-I , dated the 24th 


The amount of 20,000 Yen (Es 265/11/- 

i 


March 1953/? 

2t 

may kindly be credited to Government/ in your 
Cash Account under the head " Tokyo- Ousnense'S 
tiauluru Mi scellaneous 
receipts from Indians^. The date on which 
this is done and other necessary particulars 
may kindly be intimated to us in due course 


when steps, will be taken here to withdraw 

«*"■ >— llv^U 


the a noun 


n Y 


Yours sincerely, 


S'. 


* 


Dr. M. A. Rauf, 
Ambassador of India, 
TOKYO (JAPAN) 


C5 1 , * 


b *> 




8 5 (Large). 

MIT — m SU’— 0707— (M 10S)™2iVH . 18 — lOO.OUO I’mJis, 





... 
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D.O. No.¥.5(l)NGO-I 


J 



•*& 


EMBASSY OF INDIA IN JAPAN 
TOKYO 


24th- March, 1953. 



My dear Harish, 


(BY DIPLOMATIC BAG) 

,h3>: 

Will you please refer to your D.O. letters 


$Jo. F.25/4/^GO and No.F.25/4/SG0, of the 24th of 
January and 17th of March, 1953, respectively? 

2. We suggest that we credit this amount of 

20,000 Yens in our official accounts and a 

nr 

corresponding payment in Rupees may he made in 
Delhi. The exact amount in Rupee equivalent would 
be Rs. 265-11-0. - Please let me know the head under 
which this money should he credited in our accounts. 


Yours sincerely, 



(K.A. RAUF) 



Shri H. Dayal, I.G.S., 

Joint Secretary to the Government of India, 
Ministry of External Affairs, 

WLMEL- 


* 




fs*> - A~ 





L Date ot despatch 
2. Liar of eucjosores- 



■9h 


To, 


DEPARTMENT/OFFICE. 


File No 
Serial 


Latter 

Draft 

No. F.25/4/WG0. 






Subject: Iwv.rt. Pnon^i, i p s . 

Will you please refer to 

o 

my Lf.O. letter wo. r. 25/4/1*60 , 


1 


dated the 24th January 1953, 


regarding the transfer of Yen 


20, U00„ ±y 


ing ' ■ wit i rK y au 7 / * 

n 

We shall be grateful -feo Jf*** 


2 . 

hss^ an early reply. 


vr 6 ^ 


Dr. k.ii. riauf , 
Ambassador of India, 
Tokyo ( J apan ) 


J.S. Ub ) 


! 


HO! F.25/4/HG0 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi, January 24 f 1953 


0 £V t ! s- 


i 


$r\ 


V~ 






Will you please refer to Miss Naidu*? D.O. No. 
F.2S/4/NG0, deted the 20th November 1952, regarding the 

1. N.A. properties ? 

2. The Prime Minister has now directed that the 

Yen 20,000/- lying with you should be transferred here. 

Can you send the amount to us by brnk draft ? If this is 

not possible under the Japanese Government's exchange 

regulations, or for any other reason, we shfll have to devise 

* 

other means of transferring the money. One way would be for 
you to credit the amount in your official accounts and for 
a corresponding payment in rupees to be made here. But this 
^ should not be done unless you get clear instructions from 
the Ministry, indicating the head to which the money should 
be credited in your accounts. 




Dr . M • A . Be uf , 
Ambassador of India, 
T okyo (Japan) 


(B. Dfiyal) 

d.L 


I 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 




MINISTRY OF FINANCE (REVENUE DIVISION) 




N °' 1 59-DS( Cus . )/52 


New Delhi, the 


19 

21st January 53 


m 


To 


W 


The Collector of Central Excise 
(Shri N.L. Mehta) , 
Delhi. 


Sub:- Gold ornaments etc. brought 
in in one steel attache case 
from Japan by Mr.Damle of the 
Ministry of Food & Agriculture - 
Exemption from Customs duty 
thereon. 


Please refer to the correspondence resting 
with your Collectorate letter C.No .VIII( i)/2( 78)/ 
52/85 dated the 17th January 1953 on the above- 
mentioned subject. 

2. The Government of India have decided, 

as a special case, that the gold ornaments etc. 
contained in the above-mentioned steel attache 
case be exempted from payment of Customs duty. 



Set 


(A. K. Mukarji) 

Deputy Secretary to the Govt, 
of India. 


J 
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FINANCE MINISTER, 
INDIA. 


/V 


Mo. 16 7 -rsp/sy 

New Delhi, 
January 19, 1953 , 


/ 


My dear Prime Minister, 



Wo 


•jjor* - i*\ 



c 'l 


\U O 




Sub:- "Indian National Army" Treasure - 

Question of exemption from Customs 
duty thereon. 


You mentioned the other day that the Customs 
authorities had asked for payment of customs duty 
amounting to about Fs. 20,000/- on the import of some 
personal effects and gold valued at about Rs.80,000/- 
belonglng to the late Shri Subhas Chandra Bose and 
wondered why the Government In whom this property 
now vested should be required to pay customs duty. 

2. Under the law as it stands, even goods 

imported by Government have to pay Customs duty unless 
they are covered by a specific exemption; the Finance 
Ministry did not consider that there were any strong 
grounds for grant of exemption from duty in respect 
of the " I.N.A. Treasure" unless it was of historical 
interest and was to be exhibited in a public place. 
Subsequent to our discussion the other day, papers 
were received from the Ministry of External Affairs 
in which you recorded a minute on the 11th November 
1952 that it is the present intention to treat the 
I.N.A. Treasure as historical articles which might 
be kept in a museum and that, in the event of a decision 
otherwise later, such duty would be paid as may be 
decided upon. In the circumstances and on the analogy 
of the free entry permissible under the law of works 
of art, such as, statuaries and pictures Intended to 
be put up for the public benefit in a public place, 
instructions are being Issued, as a special case, 
exempting the articles in question from payment of 
customs duty. 

Yours sincerely. 


(C.D. Deshmukh) 


Shri Jawaharlal Nehru, 
Prime Minister, New Delhi. 


P-0- WO-P.25/4/N&0 


■) 



the If'’* January, 1953. 


My dear Srahney, 



Please refer to your d.o* letter 
No. VIII (1)2/78/52/46, dated the 8th January, 
1953. regarding the Customs duty payable 
on the contents of a steel trunk brought by 
Mr. K.R, Darale. 

2. We are taking up the question of 
exemption from payment of Customs duty In 
this case with the Finance Ministry (Revenue 
Division) separately. A further communication 
will follow In this connection In due course. 


Yours sincerely. 



(C.M. aiarma) 


CU1 1 Of « 

Central Kxclse Collectorate, Delhi 
tjpw Delhi . Talkatora Barracks. 


5hrl 0. S. Shwhney, 





My dear Sharma, 


D.O .C .NO . VIII (1) 2/78/52/ l* £ 
New Delhi, the 8th Jan. 1953, 










Please refer to your interview with me in 
connection with a steel trunk brought by Mr.K.R.Damle, Joint 
Secretary, Ministry of Food and Agriculture from Tokyo and 
sinc& released through the Customs under the Note Pass 
Procedure. It was understood that you had a detailed list 
showing the prices of the contents of trunk and you had agreed 
to supply the same to me in order to enable me to assess the 
duty and to raise the necessary debts against your Ministry. 
The list may please be forwarded to me now for necessary 
action. 


Shri C.M. Sharma, 

Under Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs 
NSW DELHI. 



BUNDLE I. 


V 


( A A 


y 


Package 1 . 

Charred rings and pendants. 

Package 2 . 

(jharred and broken bangles, pins, buckles, etc. 
Package 3 . 


400 grams 


2 kilograms, 560 grams 


Charged and broken bangles, pendants, snuff box, 
medals, coins and rings. 


325 grams. 


Package 4 . 


M 


Charred necklace pieces, medals and rings 325 grams. 

package 3 » 

Charred ear-rings, nose-rings, rings, mostly with stones 700 grams. 

ft 

Package 6 

\ 

o nar red and broken bangles and anklets 1 kilogram, 700 grams. 

Package 7 . 

* 

Charred and broken rings, nose-rings and pendants 
Package 8 . 

Charred rings and nose -rings. 

* 

Package 9 • 


825 grams. 


425 grams 


Charred necklace, bangles, brooches and nose-rings, 
Package 10 . 

^ Charred ear-ings with stones and rings. 

Package 1 1 . 
jarred rings. 


320 grams. 


425 grams. 


105 grams, 


Packag e 12. 
Charred rings and chain. 

Package 13 . 

^ Charred rings and buttons, 

Package 14 . 
Charred ear pendants. 


200 grams. 


50 grams. 


50 grams , 


8 . 4 TO 


BUNDLE II. 



Charred gold mixed with molten metal, iron etc. 

BUNDLE III . 

Hetal, mostly base and dust. 


3.500 


1.600 


lot' 

Oj 9 pieces of gold : ; grams 




I \_'V - 0 > " 
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O-JL 

(V- ft- -ft 




Ilo.F.5(l)/lIG0-I 


TELEGRAMS: INDEMBASSY. 

TOKYO 





— EMBASSY OF INDIA IN JAPAN 
TOKYO. 


5th December, 1952. 


Pr 


u° 


LIy dear > 

?1 ease refer to your Top Secret D.O. letter 
Uo.F. 25(4)NGO , dated the 15th No venter, 1952, which 
has crossed ny D.O. letter No .F. 5 ( 1 ) 1100-1 , dated the 
14th November to hiss Naidu. ’ to') - A" 

2. It was ex laired in ny letter mentioned above 
that a copy of the list was enclosed in Chettur’s D.O. 
letter No.F.26(l4)/4S dated the 20th October to Dutt. 

^ In view of this, I did not think it proper to reopen 
the packages which were sealed at the tine the weighment 
was nade and delivery taken from Murthy, so as to prepare 
another list. The list sent with Chettur T s letter nay, 
therefore, be utilised for the purposes of check. 

Another copy of the list was sent to, you only for 
reference. 

Wife kind regards, 

Yours 

H. Dayal, Esq., t.fi.S., (H.A. RAUF) 

Joint Secretary to the Govt, of India, 

Ministry of External Affairs , 

NEW DELHI. . 


PRTM3 MINISTER'S SECRETAftllT 



From time to time we have been asked 
questions about Shri Subhas Chandra Bose. I think 
you might keep the attached cutting for reference in 
this connection. 




c^erT 


CJ. Nehru) 
21 - 12-1952 


GXX 



1 2 ST- 




NO.D/S//3 






P RIME 



Minister's Secretariat 

New Delhi 
5th December, 1952. 



J 




n? -S> 


* 

V " 
< 


lfy dear Ratan, 

Prime Minister would like to know whether 
the INA treasure has arrived from Tokyo. If so, 
what is th e value of th e articles >&ich have arrived 
and where have they been kept? Has any information 
been sent to the Finance Ministry about the manner 
in which it is proposed to dispose of these articles? 

2. I enclose herewith a cutting from the 

"Bombay Chronicle " dated the 4th December, 1952, 
which may be of interest to you and which may be of 
some use for reference. 


Yours sincerely. 



( B.K. Kaul ) 




Shri R.K. Nehru, I.C.S., 
Foreign Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi. 
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BRING NETAJI’S 
RELICS TO INDIA, 
ASIANS SUGGEST 


(FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT) 

INDORE, December 3. 

T N talks with me at Sanchi this week, people from all over 
-■-Asia expressed hope that the countrymen of Subhas 
Chandra Rose would soon take steps to bring his relics to 
his motherland for being enshrined either at India's capital 
or at Subhas's birthplace. 


The relics of Netaji are now 
enshrined In a small Buddhist 
temple near Tokyo wnere a; 
monk has been offering wor- 
ship since August 1945, when 
Subhas Bose expired from 
burns sustained in a plane 
accident. 

Valuable Information was 
gathered by me at Sanchi, 
where I met a Buddhist monk, 
who returned last week from 
Japan after attending the In- 
ternational Buddhist Confe- 
rence, This Indian monk has 
also brought with him details 
of the plane accident and a 
photograph of the casket of 
Netajfs relics which has been 
placed above a portrait of his 
military uniform 
Entries in the diary show 
dates of the death, collection 
of his relics and their en- 
shrinement in the temple, all 
of which took place in August 
1945, The small temole was 
chosen for security reasons. 

This Buddhist monk was the 
first man since the enshrine- 
ment who was allowed to 
touch the relics ne happen- 
ed to come from Netajfs land. 

The Buddhist monk has also 
brought a copy of the message 
that was dictated by Subhas 
Bose before his expiry in the 
military hospital wherein he 
has observed that he fought for 
the country's freedom while 
alive and was giving his life 
for the same purpose. The mes- 
sage exhorted his countrymen 
to Intensify the fight for In- 
dia 1 ? Independence, 
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Package No. 1 
Package No. 2 
Package No. 3 


Package No. 4 
Package No* 5 
Package No. 6 
Package No. 7 
Package No. 8 
Package No. 9 
Package No, 10 
package No. 11 
package No. 12 
package No. 13 
Package No. 14 


. " | y . p ‘ 

Charred rings and pendants 

Charred and broken bangle s , pins buckles etc 

Charred and broken bangles, pendants, snuff box, 
medals, coins and rings 

Charred necklace pieces , medals and rings 

Charred ear-rings, nose-rings, rings, mostly with stones 

Charred and broken bangles and anklets 

Charred and broken rings, nose rings and pendants 

■ 1 ! .Vv’/lV' ' * 

Charred rings and nose rings 

Charred necklace, bangles, brooches and nose-rings 

Charred ear-rings with stones and rings 

Charred rings 

Charred rings and chain 

Charred rings and buttons 

Charred ear pendants 


Weight as 

in the 

As ascertained 

Statement 

by actual weighing 

400 grams 


399.90 grams 

— */ 

2 Kgms 560 

gms 

2 Kgms 447,07 gms 

325 gms 


315.70 gms - 

325 gms 


314.60 gms '*** 

700 gms 


624.32 gms 

1 Kgm 700 

gms 

1 Kgm 643.65 gms 

- 

825 gms 


797.05 gms * *7* fr 

425 gms 


424.75 gms - fXS ‘ 

320 gms 


303.55 gms - f6 ' kr 

425 gms 


415.55 gms 

105 gms 


108.05 gms 

200 gms 


201.55 gms 

50 gms 


44.22 gms - * ,7t 

50 gms 


48.05 gms 


BUNDLE II 

BUNDLE TTT 

I 

« AYER'S LOT 


Charred gold mixed with molten metal, iron etc 
Metal, mostly base and dust 


9 pieces of gold 

k , , 1 

' V • 




3 Kgms 500 gms 
1 Kgm 600 gms 

300 gms 



3 Kgms 442 gms^rJ 
Not weighed 

298.75 gms 



wmm. i 

Package Wo. 1 
Package No. 2 
Package No. 3 

Package No. 4 
Package No. 5 
Package No. 6 
Package No, 7 
Package No. 8 
Package No. 9 
Package No. 10 
package No. 11 
package No. 12 
package No. 13 
Package No. 14 


BUNDLE II 

W&S III 

> 

AYER ’_S__ LOI 


1 

Weight as In the 

As ascertained 


Statement 

by actual weighing 

Charred rings and pendants 

400 grams 

399*90 grams 

Charred and broken bangles, pins buckles etc 

2 Kgms 560 gms 

2 Kgms 447.07 gms 

Charred and broken bangles, pendants, snuff box, 
medals, coins and rings 

325 gms 

315*70 gms 

Charred necklace pieces , medals and rings 

325 gms 

314.60 gms 

Charred ear-rings, nose-rings, rings, mostly with stones 

700 gms 

624.32 gms 

Charred and broken bangles and anklets 

1 Kgm 700 gms 

1 Kgm 643.65 gms 

Charred and broken rings, nose rings and pendants 

825 gms 

797.05 gms 

Charred rings and nose rings 

425 gms 

424.75 gms 

Charred necklace, bangles, brooches and nose-rings 

, 320 gms 

303.55 gms 

Charred ear-rings with stones and rings 

425 gms 

415.55 gms 

Charred rings 

Charred rings and chain 

105 gms 

108.05 gms 

200 gms 

201.55 gms 

Charred rings and buttons 

50 gms 

44.22 gms 

Charred ear pendants 

50 gms 

48.05 gms 

Charred gold mixed with molten metal, iron etc 

3 Kgms 500 gms 

3 Kgms 442 gms 

Metal, mostly base and dust 

1 Kgm 600 gms 

Not weighed 

\ 

9 pieces of gold x ' , i\ 

| * , K > a • ■.Mfe.-: i 

\ • V % v' J 

i, 300 gms 

*1 > i > 

298.75 gms 

wm,: i ■ v 


* 


' • ^ v u ; 

HmRju . 




rackare 1 




•V.k 


C/ Charred rings and pendants 




400 grams 




Packare 2 

. 

//^Charred and broken bangles, pins, buckles, etc, 2 kilograms, 560 grams 

Package 3, 


* Charred and broken bangles, pendants, snuff box, 


325 grams. 







WgfcS. 



325 grams. 







/V 





medals, coins and rings 

Package 4 

Charred necklace pieces, medals and rings 

.jjftfikarjB-S 

Charred ear-rings, nose-rings, rings, mostly with stones 700 grams, 

v/ Package ,6 

Charred and broken bangles and anklets 1 kilogram, 700 grams. 

Package..,? 

Charred and broken rings, noserings and pendants 825 grams, 

Packare 8 

Charred rings an 
Packer 

Charred necklace, bangles, brooches on 

Package IQ 







25 gleams. 


I j •■rj '* 

rings ^ 320 







C ha rre^-aer-r i np a with stones and rings 


Packare 11 




p^>^,0harred rings 

kackare 12 
.LS '' Charred rings and chain 

Packare 13 

Charred rings and buttons 

Package 14 

Charred ear pendants ^ 



200 grams. 


50 grams 


i 






mmui 

Charred gold nixed with molten metLl, iron etc,. 

m w± hi 

Metal, mostly base and dust 



1.600 


m T a LOT 

(1) 9 pieces of gold : 300 grams 

(2) ¥ 20,000/- ] — 


ft 
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80 th FoTOmber, T9 5? 


Subject: 


►frr>i 


J..I. .il.. ;.i....n 




4 Sfi*’ 

My dear Rauf, 

»ai yo\ >1«Q39 refer to your 
Top Secret lwtter t)rV.o* P*6( '1)3» *0*0-1 of the 
14 th ftoregsber, on the a love subject? The geld 
sent through Hr* Pari* hn» hei?n -safely r»eel* ved. 
The question of Its final M spossl ia still 
under considers tior * The Priiae Minister desires 
that the Ten 20,000/- which Mr .Mur thy landed 
over in cash to your Rnbensy ns pert of the 
X*K*A* properties bo >cept by you, in e safe, 
until further instructions. The coney is not 
to be credited to the Tfnhessy account* 

* 

Kind regards. 

Yours sincerely , 



Ksn,, 

Aiibassftdor of Indie in Jenen, 

mm 






EMBASSY OF INDIA IN JAPAN 
TOKYO 

14th November 1952 


v*1 


^ t 


J 




> 

-K’ 


Dear Miss Naidu, 

Will you please refer to correspondence ending with 
your Top Secret teleg^am^No. 27627 of the 12th November regard- 
ing I.N.,A. properties? 

2* As you must have noticed, a copy of the list of the 

treasure was enclosed in the bag carried by Damle. In this 
connection, please refer to Chettur's Top Secret D.O. letter^ 
Mo. F.26(14)/48, dated the 20th October 1951, to Dutt, wherein 
also a copy of the list was enclosed, 
p 3. As we had reported to you in the letter quoted above, 

Mr. Murty had also given us Yen 20,000 in cash. I presume you 

would now want us to credit this amount to our account. If so, 

* 

please indicate the Head of Account. 

Yours sincerely, 






C Go. 



(K. A. Rauf) 





Miss Leilamani Naidu, 

Deputy Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
Mew Delhi 


I 




VU— a , \ 1 0 — \ \ t, f- ||V^ 



] 





>/ 


A 


D.O. Wo.?.gS/4/aOO . 


the 


/S# 


November* 1352, 






\o 


A- 
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Will you please refer to our telegram 
No. 27627 of the 12th November ? 

2. Danila* s arrival was delayed and we 
therefore received the case of valuables 
only on the 12th. We shall keep them in 
safe custody after weighing the package^ 
until it is decided what Is to be done with 
them. 

3. I would incidentally draw your attention 
to our telegram Nb.27621 of the 30th October * 

In which you were asked to send an authenticated 
list along with the goods. The list in tne 
case bore no signature and Is therefore of 
little use for purposes of check. 
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(H. Dayal) 




* 


Dr. M.A. Rauf, 

Ambassador of India* 
Tokyo (Japan) 
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TELEGRAM t 

From : 

To: 



Foreign, New Delhi* 
Indembassy, Tokyo. 


DTO NOV. 12 Nil. 

_CV * 


IMPORTANT. *\1 

No. 27627. TOP SECRET. For RAUF. 

Your telegrfmi No, 137 November 10th. Goods arrived 
November 12th. 


, CS(<^, 


Prime Ministor(4) , Dy .Minister, FS(2) 
and Cabinet Secretary, \ 

\ \ ■ 

Superintendent CCB. 


DSFEAWT, 
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The 


Ksf 


. imported by Mr. /c/ t 


■It, Secretary, to the Government of India, Ministry 

be ' 


. .'■ '$£ , ‘ : . . :i V" 

* 
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of Agriculture and Food, may/passed under note -pass 
system and the Ministry of External Affairs mil be 
paying the duty by_Jbook adjustment. The details of 
the contents of #^8* s>4«. are dttached herewith. 




• . 


. 

i' ftrii. - 


Z! - V** i '?* »¥jfr 



II /(.' f%t***6~ VlS*“‘ 


1 ^ 

***) 

Ci4**r*u 




• 

m- 


I - 




;v M a 


%% % 


M 




Government of India Overseas Communications Service. 


Vakil*. 19030 x 200-8-51. 


NEW DELHI 


■ N, B. x — All enquiries regarding this Telegram should he made to the Government Telegraph Dcptt. accompanied by this form. 




^ THE FIRST LINE OF THIS TELEGRAM CONTAINS 
THE FOLLOWING PARTICULARS IN THE ORDER NAMED . 
Prefix Letters and Number of Message * Office of Origin t 
Number of Words r Date, Time filed , and Official Instruction— if any. 
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Ministry of External Affairs . 



I sent a note yesterday to Mr.RaJaram Rso 


Joint Secretary, Ministry of Finance (R.D.), asking 
whether the I.N.A. Treasure, which Mr,Damle is 
bringing with him, could be exempted from customs 
examination and duty. This morning, Mr .A.K.MukherJee, 
Deputy Secretary, Ministry of Finance (C.B.R), told 
me over the telephone that they could arrange 
for exemption from examination at the airport 
provided we signed a Bill of Entry. He added that 

this Ministry would later be asked to pay the 

* 

customs duty. A telegram Just received from Tokyo 
shows that Mr.Damle will not arrive this evening 
but tomorrow, at 5 P.M. , by Pan American Airways 
Flight 3. I have handed over the telegrams 
to JS(AD) who has agreed to take necessary action 
in the matter. 
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TELEGRAM 


O.T.P. 


From. , . .Indembassy, Tokyo. 
To, For feign. New Delhi, 


/ 


.it 


Jt 


MOST IMMEDIATE 


5x) 


CCB No. 8363,' 
COPY NO. 


DTO.NOV, 101000. 
DTR.NOV. 100900. 


No.l37-G. TOP^SSCHEf T^^^ontimation of our 
telegram No.ISSt'G of 8th November DAMLE arriving Delhi 
Pan American Airways Flight 3 Tuesday 0005 hours. 


D( 15) 
10/11/52 


i • * 


PRIME MINISTER (4) t DY MINISTER: FS(2): CS(2): DS FEAWT: 
CABINET SECRETARY. 


C Jw.Ih, J 



Superintendent CCB, 




telegram 


s 





E,A. (15) 
8/11/53, 


From, 

To,., 



Q.T.P. 



Indembassy, Tokyo. 
Foreign, Now Delhi. 


CCB No. 8343 
Copy No, ^ 


D.T.O. NOV, 081515 
D.T.R. NOV, 081630 


MOST IMMEDI 


No. 136-G, 









Continuation my TOP SECRET telegram No.l34-G of 
today's date. If necessary please insure stuff worth 
Rs.90,000 repeat 90,000 carried in stool attache case 
weighing approximately 35 repeat 35 lbs as insurance 
NOT possible this end. 



PRIME MINISTER (4) : DY MINISTER: FS(2): CS(2): 

DSFEAWT & CAB SECY. 

7W . 

— Superintendent C.C.B. 
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MOST IMMEDIAT E 

top smaaifp- 


No.l59-D.S.(Cus)/52. 

CENTRAL BOARD OF REVENUE. 

New Delhi, the 10th Novantoer,l952 




* 





My dear Mehta, 

A steel attache ease containing gold ornaments and dust and 
broken pieces is being brought by Mr.Damle, Joint Secretary in the 
Ministry of Pood and Agriculture from Tokyo. He io travelling by 
Pan American Airways flight 3, having left Tokyo on the 9th and 
reaching Delhi on the evening of the lOfch November, 1952* The 
steel attache case in question and the contents thereof may be 
released without Customs examination under the Note & Pass procedure 
It is understood from the Ministry of External Affairs that they 
have with them a detailed list of the articles in question giving 
the weights and value of each item thereof. This could form the 
basis for the assessment thereof when duty is adjusted afterwards. 

The articles in question may be released without production 
of an import permit from the Reserve Bank of India. 






Shri N.L, Mehta, 

Collector of Central Excise, 
New Delhi . 


Yours sincerely. 



(A.K.Mukarji) 
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8/11/52* 


TELEGRAM 



O.T.P, 


GCB No, 8342 
Copy No, S' 


From Indembassy, Tokyo, 

To#.*,..., Foreign* Now Delhi*' 


i 


MOST IMMEDIATE 

"** 

No. 134- G. T 



D.T.O. NOV. 081230 
D.T.R. NOV. 081530 




From RAUF, Your Top Secret telegram No. 27621 30th 
October, DAMLE bringing stuff and. copy of list by Pan 
American Airways flight 3 loaving 9th reaching Delhi 10th 
evening. Kindly instruct Customs authorities for Customs 
exemption. 
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PRIME MINISTER(4) : DY MINISTER: FS(2): CS (2) i DSFEAWT: 
CAB SECY. 


VC, °l\ 


4 A ^ /\j xfoyf tQsiAs 

Superintendent C.C.B. 
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O.T.P 


CCB Ho. 5854 
Copy No.^ 




From. . • . • « Foreignj New Delhi 
To . Indombas sy , Tokyo 



DTO OCT 301530 



No. 37621* TOP SECRET 

Your Top Secret telegram 131-G of 
October 27th. Please send authenticated list along 
with the stuff through DAMLE. 

****** 

. 

PRIME MINISTER (4) t DY MIN: FS (3): CS (2): DSFEAWT i 
CAB SECY: 


Kt 




/VVV ,\AT^ ( 

Superintendent CCB 


DR. C 13) 
301300 


£8 —A 



Q.T..P, 
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* By ch. 


CCB.No. 799S — 

Copy No. . . .v* * 


Telegram 




From: 
To: * 


Indembassy, Tokyo, 
Foreign, Now Delhi. 


M«*| 


DTO OCT. £71500. 
DTR OCJ. 271630. 

n i" rr 


No. 131- G. Top Secret. RAUF to LEILAMANI NAIDU. 
Reference* your Top Secret* D/0 F. 25( 6) /N GO-52 16 th October, 


Propose sending the stuff in our custody with DAMLE 
Joint Secretary Agriculture Ministry who is returning to 
India on 7th November. Reference to Japanese Government NOT 
considered necessary and may involve delay, Japanese 
Government have so far evinced NO interest in the matter. 


• ► * 1 * 

PRIME MINISTER(4) t DY.MIN: FS(2): CS(2): DSFEAWT: AND 




CAB. SECY. 
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I.N.A. TREASURE 


A. 






-.4 


LI ST OF GOLD ITEMS TAKEN OVER FROM 
MR. RAM MURTY, ON 24TH SEPTEMBER 1951, 
BY THE EMBASSY OF INDIA, TOKYO. 


BUNDLE I 


400 grams 


Package 1 

Charred rings and pendants 
Package 2 

Charred and broken bangles, pins, buckles, etc. 2 kilograms, 560 grams 
Package 3 


Charred and broken bangles, pendants, snuff box, 
medals, coins and rings 


825 grams. 


425 grams. 


325 grams. 

Package 4 

Charred necklace pieces, medals and rings 325 grams. 

Package 5 

Charred ear-rings, nose-rings, rings, mostly with stones 700 grams. 
P acka ge 6 

Charred and broken bangles and anklets 1 kilogram, 700 grams. 

Package 7 

Charred and broken rings, noserings and pendants 
Package 8 

Charred rings and nose-rings 
Package 9 

Charred necklace, bangles, brooches and nose -rings 
Package 10 

Charred ear-rings with stones and rings 
Package 11 „ 

Charred rings 

P ackage 12 

Charred rings and chain 
Package 13 

Charred rings and buttons 

Package 14 
Charred ear pendants 


320 grams. 


425 grams. 


105 grains. 


200 grams. 


50 grams 


50 grams 


f 


2 


BT TUPLE II 

Charred gold mixed with molten metal, iron etc. 
A 

K HURDLE III 

He t a 1 , mostly/ base and dust 

a AYER 1 s LOT 


(1) 9 pieces of gold 

( 2 ) ¥ 20 , 000 /- 



300 grams 
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3.500 


1.600 


D.O. Ifo.I-. 25 /aAtiO-ig 
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the /•£> ^October, 1952. 
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My dear Rauf, up 

Will you please refer to the eorre 3 - 
pondenee resting with Chettur* s d*o* letter 
Do* F.26(14)/48, dated the 20th October 1951, 
about the IRA properties taken over by our 
Mission in Tokyo from Ham Worthy ? 

2* The Prime Minister wishes to know 
whether the treasure or its equivalent in 
money can now be brought over to India* As 
our Treaty of Peace with Japan has come into 
force, this should be a comparatively easy 
matter* 

3* we would be grateful if you would 
kindly bp he the necessary inquiries and c a ble 
your reply* 

Kind regards. 






M.A. Rauf, 

Ambassador of India, 
Tokyo, 

Japan* 
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BjjpiATS. 

Prime; Minister's Secretariat, 

New Delhi { £j & a 

4th October, 1952. 

'll* 







My dear Ratan, |, p/c. 

Certain items of IN A treasure consisting of gold 
arKi other valuables were taken over by the Indian Liaison 
Mission, Tokyo, some time ago and were in deposit with them. 
Prime Minister would like to know what is the position about 
p- this treasure and what are its contents. He would also like 
to know whether these articles themselves or whether their 
equivalent in money can now be brought over to India . Some 
time ago, there was some difficulty about transferring the 
treasure from Japan to India. I shall be obliged if a note 
on this subject is sent to me, at an early date, for the 
Prime Minister’s information. 

Tours sincerely. 


/VM 

( B.N. Kaul ) 






Shri R.K. Nehru, I.C.S., 
Foreign Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi. 
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D. No. 5277. 

Motite was received on the 16-7-52, 

Notice of admission to be sent out on the 23-7-D2. 

Ministry to which the day has been allotted Pf ; ElU .iXfi I * 3 S&CTxT* 

29-7-52* 


The question will, it admitted, be put down 
lor the meeting on the ; — 
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* SIttI K.S, TItfARI s Will the Prime Min 1st or bo pleased 

drirtl ;HATAK t 

to state s . 

(a) diathor it has boon fully vorifiod that ahri Subhag Chandra 
bo so is dead; and 

(b) * if oo § shy dove a ant have not oppressed their ayupathy 
in regard to him tsx in view of Ms being a national worker? 


iv. A 0 £0 
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PRIME MINISTER’S SECRETARIAT, WBIA V { 

No .4 7 (15 7 ^-5 2/PM S , 

New Delhi , . 



The undermentioned paper is for- 
warded to the Ministry of External 
Affairs ( N.G.O. Branch), for necessary 
action. 


+ ■ * 

— t^hTsazaz) 
Lssistant Private Secretary. 




Letter dated 11-6-1952 from Shri S.A. 
Iyer, Bombay. 
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F-S PA IN 


.NO. 3O-C0M/52. 


TR IN I DA 



4th March, 1952. 


^ - 
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Dear Mr. Sathe, 



Will you please refer to 
your D.O.No. 25/4/NGO, dated the 
1st February, 1952, In connection 
with ray note on the late Netajl 
Subash Chandra Bose? Please note 
that the Report In question has 
already been sent to Shrl Dutt from 
whom the first request came. I 
have already received an acknowledg- 
ment of the same from Shrl Dutt, 
vide his D.O. No. 107/52-S, dated 
the JOth January, 1952. 



Shrl R.D. Sathe, I.F.S. , 
Ministry of E.A. , r 
New Delhi. 
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I Mystery of Bose’s T reasure 
Revived With Ayer’s Arrival 


j 


A meeting of two revolution- 
ary lieutenants to the Indian in- 
dependence martyr, Subhas 
Chandra Bose, has revived the 
mystery of the 1945 disappear- 
ance of $700,000 in gold and 
jewels belonging to , the ill-fated 
Indian National Army. 

S, A, Ayer, Director of Public- 
ity for the Government of Bom- 
bay, is vacationing at the home 
of M. R. Murti, president of the 
Far East Trading Company 
here, 

Mr. Ayer was director of the 
Information OiEce of Chandra 
Bose's short-lived Independent 
Indian Government during 
World War IT. Mr, Murti was 
the Japanese Government con- 
tact man from 1941 to 1945 for 
Chandra Bose's Indian Inde- 
pendence League. 

Their meeting in Tokyo this 
week was the first for Mr. Ayer 


By WILLIAM CHAPMAN 
UP Staff Correspondent 


and Mr. Murti since August of 
1945. Mr. Ayer returned to In- 
dia shortly after the Japanese 
surrender, while Mr, Murti re- 
mained fti Japan. 

Members of the Indian com- 
munity in Japan said both were 
principal figures in the disap- 
pearance of the sizable war 
chest of the Jap anese-sup ported, 
Indian National Army. 

Mr* Murti, however, claims np 
knowledge of the treasure. Mr, 
Ayer, w T hen asked about the re- 
ports, declined to comment. 

Chandra Bose, one of the three 
great leaders in the Indian in- 
dependence move, was a man 
of action in contrast to Mahat- 
ma Gandhi or Pandit Nehru, 
During World War II he al- 
lied Ms movement with the fate 
of Japan, when Japan offered 
to help him push the British 
'^ mtlinied on J&se _2k: 




Mystery of Treasure 
Revived in Tokyo 



(Continued Pronin Page 1) 
from India by force. 

Leading an army of Indians 
recruited from Southeast Asia 
and from , Japanese prisoner-of- 
war camps after the fall of 
Singapore, Chandra Bose at the 
pinnacle of his career pushed 
the British from the Province 
of Imphal ill India and set up 
an independent government. 

In the last days of the war 
he traveled through Thailand, 
Burma and Malaya addressing 
[rallies of Indian trader support- 
iers. When he called for finau- 
« eial aid, his audience often strin- 
ped off golden knicknacks and 
jewelry to contribute. 

In August of 1945 Chandra 
Bose Loaded his war fund aboard 
two planes and took off from 
Si n ga pore for Toky o. H i s pi a ne 
crashed on Formosa on VJ-day 
fAu gustl 51^ The Indian leader 
tiieEHFfm^about six hours in a 

TripeTllbspltaV - 

'ill C gold and jewels aboard 
the plane were confiscated, Mr. 
Ayer came to Japan In another 
plane, and, according to reports 
from various sections of the Far 
East, his plane carried the re 
mainlng gold and jewels. Ac- 
cording to unconfirmed reports. 
he turned the treasure over to 
Mr. Murti, the Tokyo repres 
amative* 

Members of the Indian com 
m unity in Japan said that when 
Mr, Ayer left Japan for India, 
he did not take the bulky trea- 
sure with him, Mr. Murti claim- 
ed he had no knowledge of the 
estimated $700,000. Mr, Ayer 
politely refused any and ail com- 
ment on the subject. 

In the years since the war, 
Mr. Murti has become a success- 
ful and prosperous Tokyo busi- 
nessman* His trading company 
I is a store which sells fancy, ex- 
pensive watches, filmy lingerie 
and other American-made 
luxuries- 

Mr. Murti owns three auto- 
mobiles— including a Cadillac 
and a large Chrysler, according 
to Indian officials here. 

Mr. Ayer, returning to India, 
continued his work irj politics, 
now holding a government job 
Bombay, 
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* ClHIEF MINISTER 
GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 

Calcutta. 

The lOtJi March, 1952. 

1 "* 



My dear 





Kindly refer to your letter regarding the 
ashes of Subhas Bose. 


A 


* 



I referred the matter to Sri Asoke Hath 
Bose, the eldest son of late Sarat Chandra Bose. He 
evidently consulted his people and telephoned to me 
yesterday to say that at the present moment they do not 
desire to move in the matter, and they also wish that 
the matter be not pursued at the present moment . So 
I think there is nothing else to be done for the 
moment • 



— 



March 5, 1952, 


rVt>- syS - r/0>O 


A~ 



My dear Dr Boy, 

Will you kindly refer to H.H.K. 1 s 
D,0* letter to you of March the 1st about 
Iyer's report on Shrl Subhas Bose's death? 
As desired by H.P.M. , I enclose a copy of 


the resume of the report which was placed 
on the table of the House on March the 
5th, when H,P.M. gave an oral answer to a 
question in Parliament. 


Yoiirs sincerely. 



(B. K, Ifehru) • 


Enel i 


The Hon* ble 

Dr. B. 0. Boy, 

Chief Minister of West Bengal 
Calcutta. 


« 


Camp t Cfalttaranjan. 
March 1, 1952. 
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My dear Bidh&n. 

X spoke to you about Subha b Bose's ashes In 

Tokyo. 

« 

One Ayer was Publicity Adviser to Subhas Bose 
In Malaya during tbs IHA period. He was with him till 
3ubhas left for Japan. In the course of this journey, 
it has been alleged that Subha a died owing to an air* 
orach. 

Ayer went to Japan in May last to make further 
inquiries about this matter. He has presented us with 
a full report containing the evidence of Indians and 
Japanese, some of them eye-witnesses of the crash. lie 
comes to the firm conclusion that there is not a shadow 
of a doubt that Subhas Bose died in Formosa in an airoraft 
accident and that his ashen were taken to Tokyo and are 
now kept in a temple there* 

In answer to a question in Parliament I am going 
to plaoe Ayer's report on the table of the House. I 
have no reason to doubt the correctness of this report 
and I think I must accept the final conclusion also. 

The question arises as to what we are to do with 
the urn containing the ashes which Is at present kept in 
a Japanese temple. We have asked our representative In 
Tokyo to take formal charge of this, but to leave it in 
the temple until further directions are given. I should 
like you to get In touch with Subhas Bose's faclly and 
find out from them what they would wish done in this 
matter. We can then take counsel together and decide. 






. 
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The Hon* bio 

Dr B.C* hoy. 

Chief Minister of West Bengal, 
carnpt Chlttaranjan. 
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Parliament ef India. Qul ons & Answers. 

(5-3-52) 

TJncerrected - net fer publication, 

Question 334 . 


Shrl Hamath* In view ef the fact that the House is deeply 
Interested in this matter, may I request the Prime Minister 
te read net the whole ef the resume but at least Habib's 
version on page 2 and 3? 

Mr .Speaker! I do net see why the time ef the question hour 
should be taken by such reading. The resume is already 
there and nen-Members may refer te it. 

Mr.Kamath: So that separate questions may be put and 
answered. 

Mr. Speaker: He has get a copy ef the statement. 

Shrl Jawaharlal Nehru! May I, Sir, read the last two lines? 
The report is a detailed version ef the enquiry. It also 
contains a certain version given by Japanese officers who met 
him. (Mr. Ayer )* These are details but the final cencluslen 
I would read from the repert. 

"In cencluslen I would pepeat that I have net the faintest x 
doubt in my mind that the ashes that are enshrined In the 
Henke jl temple in Tokyo are Netajl's." 

Mr.Kamath: Did Hr .Ayer in Hay last visit ehly Tokyo or also 
Taiheku, Saigon and ether places? 

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: I have te speak frem memory. I 
do net think thatMWent te Taiwan or Formosa. I cannot say 
about apy ether places either. 

Hr.Kamath* The repert with me says that at Taiheku after 
the 

Hr. Speaker! I do net see the utility ef putting these 
questions. The repert is by an officer and it is before the 
House and all that the hen. Prime Minister Is doing Is te convey 
the repert te the House. Hew can he answer questions about 
the accuracy or otherwise ef the repert? 

HT.Kamatht Is It net a fact that on several occasions 
in this Reuse the former Heme Minister, Sardar Patel and later 
Dr.Keskar stated that they had no Irrefutable evidence or 
preff ef the death ef Netajl Subhas Chandra Bose and if so, 
may I knew Whether this Is taken as the last word on the subject 

I Shri Jawaharlal Nehru i This is the fullest and latest 
account that we have had. Whether it is the last word or seme 
further Information may come later I cannot say but it dees 
seem new that it is a fairly convincing account. 

HT.Kamath: New that Government Is satisfied that Vetajl 
Subhas Chandra Bose is definitely no mere, is there any proposal 
before Government te erect a suitable memorial te him in the 
Red Fort? 

Hr .Speaker! I am afraid I must disallow the question. 

It is a suggestion fer action. Next question. 



D.O.] 
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January 30 , 1952 


Dear Mr. Sahay, ytv f 

Thank you for your demi-official letter Ho, 


13-C0M/52 of the 17th January, Your note on Netaji 

Suhhas Chandra Bose's activities during the last f ev 

♦ 

months of his life is very interesting, and we are 
keeping it on record. Incidentally, you may be 
interested to hear that K.A. Ayer has recently published 
a book on Netaji. When I saw the book In manuscript, 
my impression was that the material could have been 
arranged in a more effective manner and that there was 
considerable room for improvement of the language and 
style. I have not seenmany reviews of this new book. 


It is a matter of great pity that Netaji Bose's life 
has not yet received adequate treatment at the hands 
of our writers and historians, I have no doubt, 


however, that the future historians will give him the- 


rightful place in the national struggle for Independence, 


Yours sincerely, 




mUTi a* ri* | 

Commissioner for the Govt, 
of India in B.W. Indies, 
Po^t-of -Spain, 

Trinidad, 


J 
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D . 0 . _ 

Draft 


1. 

2 . 


Date of despatch 
List of enclosures 
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DEPARTMENT/OFFICE. 

File \ T o, 

hraBPsx Seri 

No. 25/4/NGO Dated /$£* P&ht 

Dear Mr. Sahay, 

Will you please refer to Mr. Dutt's 

V- 

D. 0. No, 758/51- S dated the 1st November, 1951 

arsd Miss Leilamani Naidu' s reminder No. 

0 . ■ . * 

25/4/NGO dated the 21st December, l951^about 

“the late Subash Chandra Bose? 

, We shall be grateful for a very early 

reply. 

Yours sincerely, 

(R.D.S*tJie> 

* 

Shri A. M. Sahay, 

Commissioner for the Govt, of India, 

Port- of- Spa in, 

TRINIDAD, B.W.I. 





S. 5. (Lar£e). 

UFr— 301 S kP— 6787 (M-408)— 28- 1 1 48—180,000 P*d«. 


• 'I 


L Dale of despatch, 
2 . List of enclosures. 
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Dated l-l - tz-^ 7 


Letter 

Draft jfeffiejgwWi 

"Sckgotm 

No - 25/4/KGG 

Dear Mr. Sahay, 

bill you please refer to 
Mr. Dutt’s D.G. letter No. 758/51 -S 
dated the 1st November, 1951 about 
the late Subash Chandra Bose? 

he shall be grateful for an 
early reply. 


Tour st^Tnce rely , 
(Leilaraani/Naidu j 


Shri A. M. bahay, 

Commissioner for the Govt, of India, 
Port-of-°pain, 

T-rilKIoAD , B.W.I. 
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INA fSEAsottES flHS their HANiuns «y 


HtSSRS 


lyi-R 4 RamamuR-tki. 


Cons id er able 'quantities of 5 old and treasures 
were giver, to the late Shri Subhas Chandra Bose by Indians!/ 1 
in the.. Far Hast as- 'a part of their war effort. Shri / 
on bins Chandra car oled a art -f thes "treasures ” wittfx )pr 
ir an his ill-fated flight from Saigon to I kyoi the Vl - ‘ 


remaining "treasures” were left in Saigon. 


f 


According to photo-static conies of documents 
the following treasures are reported to have eventually 
reached Tokyo. 




A. Recovered from plane crash 



Cl) Comparatively pure gold 
in two woolen boxes and 
a paper wrapper (weight 
include weight 0? gold 
a T 'Q wooden ’ ox) 


Kg. 

7 , 


•ns . 

. 900 


tiflL 


V i 


(2) 


One nac' et old mixed 
with molten metal iron 
etc. (weight includes 
weight, of gold's metal 
iron etc. and paper 
wrapner . 


0 - 







B. Brought by S. A. Iyer from Saigon 


- - 300 


/> 

Vv 

> -v 


11 - 300 


In addition to the above Hr, S'. 1. Flyer handed 
over ¥.20,000/-. 


B 

/ 


The above treasures were handed over in Tokyo 
to one Mr. Ratnamurthy. Hr. Kamaraurthy 'was on several 
occasions quest! nad, by re pr as v nt a tives of the 0 ove rnmen t 
of India regarding those treasures but he denied the 
existence 0" the treasure and it was only recently that 
he admitted th t the treasures were in 'is possession. 


J 




v. These tre sures have now 
Indian Liaison Mission, Tokyo, and 
recovered by thorn is t slin X * 
now recovered is considerably more 
sures that are reported to have be 
Hr. Fonemurthy.* Further th© £.20, 
over to Indian Liaison Hiss ion are 
net' s hat handed over to Hr', 
must have been t' ose which ere no 
Japan) . 


been takpn over by the 
the list ?f treasures 
The weight of treasures 
then the v eight of tree* 
en handed over to 
OH/- notes now handed 
■ of cur ant use. (the 
Ramanurthy 'ih 1745 
longer current in 
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hr. Iyer recently visited 'Japan with the 
ostensible purpose of invos tip' 1 ting the present position’ 

In regard to the treasures. Mr. Iyer's activities In Japan 
have been rather s-spicious and Hr. Chet fur's views' 
re .ardin ; this are ns follows : - 


a 


"It appears that K ••ta v i had with him -‘in .lalgon 




■■ 


* 







substantial quant it r of g : oId' ornaments ?.nd preoibus stones, 
but. t ha t I ie m a 3 a 1 1 ot # jd - c r r y -nly tx ’ o s u it - c % s a s 
ill- light* sui.t- 

■ vury isuch iOve than has rcy been handed 

ovef to us j end even ' ill nuances are f ’ 

*■' ’c 3 of the part of the treasure ■when- the plane crashed, 
it seems obvious ttrt \iha ' .'vs retrieved t?as substantially 
U-ci 1 . n our bosses yi on. if: at 

is still a- ■ important is that the hull of the treasure 
v;.-s left In Snip on It is i Lfic t from infer ntior 

that is available that ou't'e 21th January* 1215, lets i T s 
col i a c t i oni uslghe d -uo re than ’ in self. In this: context 
you. .util notic V#yer ca a to Tokyo strb’se uenfcly from 
, Saigon and th ■ ' ' in s-ateue t at that ti.e \-ip.s that. M the 
poll is intact as I 'have brought ic from Saigon, utile 
■ s' is ire balance after changing Piastres into Yens 
and meeting my expenses during tiy stay in Japan since t 
iugust 22nd IPfo”.. There is a party here uho has seen 
- the- boxes in flfyer’s room and Whc uas also told by 
fiy$r of the contents of these; feu hexes. /hat 
t ap v onsd to -these boxes subsequently is a m stry as ' ■ 

a 11 bhe t : ; e have got f r om fifye r i s 3 v 0 g r a 1 1 s o f % ol d , 
and about 25C rupees old worth of cosh. I u will, 
no doubt, drav.your o\in conclus inn from sit. this, hut 
to. o i't would appear $s if^yeT,. apprehensive of the 
;> Safiy conclusion of the Peace /re a t- , came to ifokyp 
■ : id; to' salve -.his and Mur thy' s 

conscience by the handing over ‘of a. svoall -nnntity t 
tovernnlnt , in the hope that by dp in ; so he would also 
succeed . in d r a-- f i n •• a • r ; d h e r r i r, i •; a pros s fc b e tr a i 1 . 


Suspicion regarding • the improper disposal cf 
hi e treasure ’is f icltened by: hs bom] i tyh ffl 
in Iff G of Hr. ilar.riraurthy v'hen all eth^ Indian 
-atlcnals in Tokyo ;er a vufferin; tie rsatpst lord- 
s h l ps . brother fact ff c' ^su rusts that the 
treasures u re iiapropdfly cis rosea of is a' -uclis'n 
- bloc sonin • out into an Oriental curio expert. :>f 
Col. Ffeyes, e he Military attache of tie British' Miss ion 
in Tokyo, nd t! a ■'■■■' i 1 ti ■ 

the Colon- 1 to fa imurtV-- to so tie :: own in U.Iv. 

' ■' * • ■■ , K 
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INDIAN LIAISON MISSION, 
TOKYO 

20th October, 1951. 


My dear Dutt, 


TA 


Please refer to my Top Secret telegram No. 74-OS 
dated the 25th September intimating to yon that whatever 
BTA properties Ram Murty handed over to ns were in our 
possession. 


2. As arranged with Ram Murthy, Trivedi accompanied 
by the Office Registrar went to the former’s house on the 
24th September, and took possession of the various 
packages after opening and weighing them with our own 
scale' in the presence of Ram Murty and his wife. These 
packages were in three cloth bundles. In addition 
there "was a paper package containing gold pieces and j 
and ¥ 20,000 in cash handed over by Iyer to Ram Murty. 

A copy of the detailed list with weights shown against 
each package is enclosed. 

3. Trivedi also signed a receipt on the photostat 
copies of Habibur Reiman* s and Iyer’s letters to Murty 
dated the 15th November 1945, copies of which I had 
sent to ChaMravarty with my Top Secret D.O. letter 

7 a No.R.5(25)/51 of 6th June 1951. 


4. If you compare the lists with the information 
given in the photostat copies, you will find that there 
was no wooden box and that the "treasure” was apparently 
divided into a larger number of paper packages and 
cloth bundles. Despite the absence of the wooden box, 




however, the weight is more than that shown in 
Habib-ur-Rehman’s letter, which also does not mention 


another bundle mostly containing dust and some base metal. 
Ram Murty told Trivedi that the ’’treasure" was opened 
and. weighed once again when Iyer came here last. Iyer 
has jotted down the weights in his handwriting and these 
slips of paper are with the bundles. Murty also stated 
that the third bundle was not mentioned in Habib-ur-Rehman’ s 
letter as it was practically worthless. 


5. Two other points worth noting in this connection 
are that the twenty thousand Yen handed over by Ram Murty _ _ 

are in current notes of ¥ 1,000 each, and not in notes which 
were current in 1945 nor in their equivalent in actual 
value on account of changes in Yen currency values. 

Secondly, the gold lumps given by Iyer, which are 
obviously pieces from melted ornaments are bright and 
completely untarnished. You will no doubt consult 
experts whether gold will remain entirely untarnished 
after nearly six years. 


6. incidentally, when Trivedi first called Ram Murty 
in August 1951 after the receipt of your instructions 
to take over the "treasure", he admitted that the 
treasure was in his possession but that he had been 
denying its existence so far ”in view of the risks 
involved in admitting it", meaning robbery or appropriation 
by the Occupation or Japanese authorities. As a matter of 
fact Murty has allj^long denied the existence of the 
"treasure" and evenhphakravarty questioned him when he 
was the Head of the Mission (and even though there is no 


specific noting on our file, it would appear that Rama Rao 
or Bahadur Singh must also have questioned him.) 


continued. .p.2 
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7. I may add that we have since been able to secure 
on a personal and private basis a confidential report from 
the Japanese Foreign Ministry on the question of 
Netajjps "treasure'’. It appears that Netaji had with 
him m Saigon substantial quantities of gold ornaments 
and precious stones, but that he was allowed to carry only 
two suitcases on the Ill-fated flight. These two 
suitcases must have carried very much more than has now 
been handed over to us and even if allowances are made for 
the loss of part of the "treasure” when the ’plane crashed, 
it seems obvious that what was retrieved was substantially 
very much more than is now in our possession. What is 
still more important is that the bulk of the treasure was 
left in Saigon and it is significant from information 
that is available that on the 26th January 1945, Netaii's 
collection weighed more than himself. In" this context 
you will notice that Iyer came to Tokyo subsequently 
from Saigon and that his statement at that time was that : 
"The gold is intact as I brought it from Saigon. The 
cash is balance after changing Piastre into Yen and 
meeting my expenses during my stay in Japan since 
August 22, 1945". There Is a party here who has seen 
the boxes in Iyer’s room and who was also told by Iyer 
of the contents of these two boxes. What happened to 
these boxes subsequently is a mystery as all rhat we 
have now got from Iyer 'is 300 grams of gold and about 
260 Rupees worth of cash. You will no doubt, draw your 
own conclusions from all this, but to me it would appear 
uncommonly as if Iyer, aoprehensive of the early 
conclusion of the Peace Treaty, came to Tokyo to divide 
the loot and to salve his and Murty’s conscience by the 
handing over of a small quantity to tfee Government" 
in the hope that by doing so he would also succeed in 
drawing a red herring across the trail. How far he 
has been successful, time will show. 


You i 

(K. 




Secretary, 1 
Mini ' >f 
ML 


Secretary, Commonwealth Relations, 
Mini ' if External Affairs, 

ML _ 


S. Dutt, Esq., I.C.S 


S. Dutt, Es 
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BUNDLE I. r 


r a oka ge l «L 

/ . f *4 

Charred rings and pendants e ^y\ ‘ , 400 grams 

Package _2 ^ ' |M 

Charred and broken bangles, pins, buckles, etc. 2 kilograms, 560 
Package 3 

Charred and broken bangles, pendants, snuff box, 
medals, coins and rings 


i 


325 grams. 

Package 4 ^ 

Charred necklace pieces, medals and rings 325 grams. 

Package 5 

Charred ear-rings, nose-rings, rings, mostly with stones 700 grams. 
Package 6 

Charred and broken bangles and anklets 1 kilogram, 700 gr 

£ 

Package 7 

Charred and broken rings, noserings and pendants 825 grams. 

Package 8 

Charred rings and nose-rings 425 grams. 

Package 9 

Charred necklace, bangles, brooches and nose-rings 320 grams. 

Package 10 

Charred ear-rings with stones and rings 425 grams. 

Package 11 


Charred rings 

Pa c kag e 1 2 

Charred rings and chain 

Pac k a ge 13 

Charred rings and buttons 

Pa c k a ge 14 , 

Charred ear pendants 
Charred gold mixed with molten metal, iron etc 

wm III 

Metal, mostly base and dust 

AmlZm’ 

(1) 9 pieces of gold : 300 grams 

( 2 ) ¥ 20 , 000 /- 



105 grams. 
200 grams. 


50 grams 



3.500 

1.600 
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INDIAN LIAISON MISSION 
TOKYO 

1st October 1951. 


My dear Dutt, ' : • a 

Will you please refer to your D.O. letter No.25/4/NG0 
dated the 24th September 1951? 


^ ' 

b Ld** M 

tm ^ v* 

1 %***¥ 



2. I am afraid there is some misunderstanding here. In 
none of my earlier letters did I say that the ashes presumed 
to be those of the late Netaji are at present "in the charge 
of Mr. Ramamurti 11 . As a matter of fact* these fcshes“are 
not in “the custody of Ramamurti but under the control of the 
priest of the Renkoji Temple* who does not recognise the right 
of Ramamurti to control* its disposal. It may interest you to 
know that quite some months ago we had arranged with the 
Japanese Foreign Office here that these ashes would be left 
undisturbed and under our control in the temple until further 
instructions were received from this Mission. The priest 
himself is also fully aware of this decision, which was 
explained to him in person. 


3. You will of course let me know in due course the 
decision of the Government of India regarding its final 
disposal. 



4. The revival of interest in the ashes and Netaji's 
treasure raises some misgivings in my mind, a subject which 
I shall refer to in greater detail when I write to you regarding 
the taking over of the treasure from Ramamurti. 



S.Dutt * Esq* * I.C.S. * 

Secretary* Commonwealth Relations, 
Ministry of External Affairs, 

New Delhi. 
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TEIEGRAM 

From i 
To i 


\ 


OTP 


India, Tokyo* 
Foreign* New Delhi, 


'-v 


V , 


i 

•Jsz. 

CCB No* 7269 
Copy No. Q 



% 


DTO SEPT 251130 
DTR SEPT 251040 


i rn^ sm m 


No* 74GSIDT TOP: SECRET, - 

s v*.\" ■ ' * ’■ • '.id/. ;•'/■ ■• % JL - r ' : 

DOT* from CHETTUR, s 0 r 

by ch. Your 30588* Whatever INA properties have been 

handed over by RAM AMORT I are now in our possession. 
Details follow. 


PM(3)i DY MINt SOi 


y 

FS<2)| SECY CR(2)t 


SSi CAB SECY, 




PH JosTti 

^Superintendent CCB 





1 . Date of despatch 


2. List of enclosures 


* *. 
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OEPARTMENT/ OFFICE; 
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D , 0 , Letter 
Diaft M emomxk&y m 

T>le^rafl* 


Fils No. 


\ 



No. iu S 


/ifjjtJCuG 


Serial No. 

z*t 

Dated fiM-fil. 
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ear Che ttur , 


i r 


v: 


hill you olease refe - to Chakra - 

• X 

vnrty's D.O. letter !.o you, Ko.£ 5 /4/bPG of 


the 13 th July, about ‘the Ashes of the late 
• feta 3 i Subha s Chandra Bose ■? 


V' 

V | 

a 

■i 


, 

% 


As reported by you, the ashes 

presumed to be those of the latehlefaji are 

at present ih the chary e of Hr. R'amanurti, 

ex-President of the and are enshrined 

in the Renkaji Temple at Ilorinouehi, Sugir.ani- 

ku, Tokyo, under the supervision of the high 

\ 

priest; The Prime Kir. is ter desires that you ( 
in: e d lately take over charge of these ash.es 
from Rananurti, without publicity, le'avinr 
them undisturbed in the temple up til further 
instructions. This transfer of ; oust o$di un- 
ship will be without prejudice to the final 


f 


decision, which will be taken later, as to 


hie late Ketajl Subha s Chandra Bose, ■ 


Kind re pa *ds, 



Yours sincerely, 


1 - hrty 

C (S. BUTT) . - 


K. K. Chettur, Esq., 

Head of the Indian Liaison In vs ion, 
Tokyo. 


37A 


H- 6 (Large). 
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CCB“ No « ' 5380 

0*T,P- Cop$ No, j 

TELEGRAM 

From, Foreign, New Delhi 
To, ........ India, Tokyo ^ 

DTO SEPT 231020 

No, 30588 TOP SECIjET. 

CHET25JB from EUTT* 

Reference our correspondence from 23rd 
June to 18th July about INA PROPERTIES. ..Prim© Minister 
desires that you should, without further delay, take ‘ 
over from RAMAMORTI all INA treasure in his possession and 
keep it in the Mission until further instructions. Please 
inform action taken and quantity and nature of treasure. 



SG: FS (2) s SECy OR (gVi 

(tylAfJIty 

^Superintendent COB 


.My 




Ministry of External affairs 


T 


' t 


•T /- 


ft 

\ 
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3IXMTTARY . 

Subject : Meta .11 3ubas Chandra Bnse. 


C. 




Five questions were asked in Parliament regarding Uetaji 
Subas Chandra Bose in 1946. 


In answer to Mr.Mangal Singh's 
on 12 February 1946 
question on Netaji's death, the Government/made an authoritative 


statement that Netaji succumbed to injuries sustained in a plane 
crash at Tsihoku airfield on 18 August 1945. Subsequently 
however, the Government on 30 October 1946 stated, in reply to 
another question by Mr.Mangal Singh, that they are no\t in a 
position to mate any authoritative statement on vhether NetajI 
is dead or alive and that they have not made any enquiries in the 
matter. This apparent contradiction is presumably due to the 
fact that the former reply was given by the foreign controlled 
India Government and the latter by 3hri Fatel after the establish- 
ment of the Interim Government. 


2. The Hindustan Times published on 12 October 1946 a state- 
ment by the Hon'ble the Prime Minister that there was not the 
slightest justification for the belief that Netaji was alive. 

This statement also referred to Col. Habibur Rahman's letters 
to the H.P.M. wherein he had assured the fact of Netaji's death or. 
August 18, 1945. Col. Rahman was himself involved in the -plane 
crash and he had his bed in the hospital side by side with that 

of Netaji. 

3. Capt. Yoshirai Taneyoshi, a medical officer of the Japanese 

Imperial Army, has, in a long statement, given the details of 

* 

Netaji's death. 


3 

! 


4. ^ In 1951, two questions were asked in the Parliament in 

k" 


this regard. One referred to the communication received from 

*f ' ' 


Major-General J.K.Bhonsla, Chairman, I.N.A. Advi 30 ^ Committee, 
— 


J 


- 2 - 


-^7 



wherein was reported that the ashes of Netaji were Vying 
in a temple in Tokyo. The Indian Liaison Mission,' fokyo, 
were asked to verify this report. The Mission carried out 

f . H 

possible investigations and reported that Mr.Ramamurti had 
confined that Aiyer and himself received ashes of Ketaji 


in September 1345 and entrusted them to the custody of * 


Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. The first secretary visited 

. • 

the temple and saw the casket. The Mission had reported 
that further verification was obviously impossible. They 
have stated further that according to understanding at time 
of deposit of ashes, the temple authorities prepared 
to despatch the ashes to India provided arrangements are 
made for receiving the casket with ceremonies and hono ur 
compatible with the status of Neta.j i . 


% 



i 


£ 


$ — 



- 



w 




* 







* 










A 





* . 


' 




X. 

TREASURE: 

Instructions to take over the gold 
Jewellery from hr. I Air t i was sent 
to Mr, Che ttur . 

and 

3 tines 



ta) 

PM' s telegram of June 23rd 

--P.9A 



(b) 

Secy.CR's letter, 25th June 

— P.11A • 



Cc) 

Secy.CR's letter, 12th July 

--P.1SA 



Cd) 

Secy.CR's letter, 13th July 

* 

— P.21A 

XI. 

ASHES: 

(a) 

Secy.CR's letter of 18th July 

— P.21A 


Q t . | Ft om var I ou s instruct! or. s we think it 
/: desirable not to get mixed up with 
/| Ileta j i ' s Ashes at least for the 
It present . The Ashes may remain where 
s they are. 


(b) Secy.CR's note of 15-9-51 
Qt. 


The Prime Minister suggest d our 
writing to Mr. Chet ton to take 
charge of the Ashes from Mr, Kurti 
but not to remove the Ashes to the 
Mission, 


v 
























>*s 

WVUV 'p yY A/ i-+J 

(^C^c-tA- V CJL, C\A*A) ^tCA, £** 

QC^ J CuidwUY) ^ 

{^Lv\r^ C- tjQ&j' 1>V— As ^"L*- 


VTfYrvvS* 




°n | f^ajnj 




TU:^ 

fir~£i s . (Vft) ^ 

' p ,/ ~ tvvGo 1^p-/U 

&V\ VJ7T 1 Vv^CyiA^*^ 

/'tle/vw '^KnrvV^-y-^ — - 


D.O. No.F.5(25)/51. 
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INDIAN-trSfSON MISSION 


TOKYO 

20th July 1951. 
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^ My dear Chakravarty, 

Your top secret D.O, letters No. 

*y 7* 

25/4/NGO dated the 25th June and 2nd July 
1951 have obviously crossed mine No^F.5(25)/ 
51 of the 29th June. I shall therefore 
await your further instructions before 
proceeding in the matter, as the success 
of any investigations at this stage appears 
- to depend largely on the extent of Ayer's 
cooperation with us, and the ball for the 
present is in your court. 

^ Jr 

fours sincerely. 





(KAK.CJhettur) 


B.N. Chakravarty , Esj|<, I.C.S., 

Secretary, Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi. 


+1 
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My dear Chettur, 


D.C.Nc. X&H- /NC.oU > 
Ministry o.f External Affairs, 

New Delhi, — 

18th July 1951, 


WA 





1»> 


This is in continuation of my letter No, 
F.25/4AGC, dated the 12th July, 1951. The Prime 
Minister came back yesterday and I mentioned the 
matter to him. From various considerations we think 
it desirable not to get mixed up with Retail's Ashes 
at least for the oresent. The Ashes may remain where 
they are. You should, however, try to take possession 
of the gold from Ramamurti. 

As regards the holding of an enquiry the 
position is as I stated in my lettei* dated the 12th 
July and the Prime Minister does not want any open 
investigations which might prove embarrassing to the 
Mission and to the Government, If any confidential 
enquiries are possible without causing any embarrass- 
ment to the Mission you will no doubt make such 
enquiries. Please let us know when you are able to 
take possession of the gold. The question of its 
disposal may then be considered. 


A . 


Yours sincerely, 

L 

•(B.N.Cnakravarty) 


K.X. Chettur, Esq. , 

Head of Indian Liaison Mission, 
Tokyo . 
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D.O.No. 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

Nov Delhi, 

12th July, 1951, 


y & 

C l3/ 


My dear Chettur, 


I 


I enclose a copy of a letter written to Bhat, Chief 
Secretary of the Bombay Government, by Ayer on his return to 
India, From your letters I got the impression that Ayar more 
or less avoided meeting you after the 5th June with the result 
that you could not communicate the contents of our telegram to 
him. He seems to suggest that the initiative was with you and 
that you did not send him any message until the day he ls*‘t Tokyo. 
That, however, is probably to be expected. 

The Prime Minister is away and I cannot at the moment tell 
you anything about the Ashes . but mean vh i 1 e yon may a e k Ranamur t i 
to make over the gold to you, A 

I received your rt.o, letter' No.F,6( 25) /51, dated thc^29th 
June 1951 duly. As X had already told you in one of my previous 
letters there was nothing wrong in your interpretation of the 
Government 1 s attitude. That was my own interpretation too. But' 
when I talked the matter over with the Prime Minister ho definitely 
said that that is not the Government's attitude. Apparently Harish 
Dayal's letter was Issued without the knowledge of the Prime 
Minister, In your letter dated the 11th Jun&^ 1951 you stated 
that you had heard the most scandalous reports about the Ayer- 
Ramamurti link and that you had no reason whatsoever to doubt 
their authenticity, but that in view of the lack of interest 
evinced by Government in this matter in the past you have refrained 
from pursuing it. We therefore informed you that Government are 
greatly interested in recovering all gold and other forms of 
treasure ana suggested that you might pursue the matter. If as 
you now say that it is too late to undertake a treasure hunt we 
would certainly not press you to do so, particularly if it means 
that your "investigations may involve a degree of publicity which 
might well prove embarrassing not only to the Mission but also to 
the Government of India". I myself feel that the guilty persons 
should be exposed. If that cannot be done by confidential 
enquiries without causing any embarrassment to the Mission I 
suppose we will have to give up the idea altogether, I have not 
been able to show your latest letter to the Prime Minister, When 
he comes back from Bangalore I will mention the case again to him 
and obtain his orders as to whether he would like the matter to be 
investigated further. I will let you know his decision in due 
course. 


ft 


Yours sincerely, 





m 


(B.N.Chakravarty) 


0 K.K. Chettur, Esq., 

\ Head of Indian Liaison Mission, 
Bokvo . 
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INDIAN LIAISON MISSION 
TOKYO 

29th June 1951. 
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My dear Chakravarty , 

* Will you please refer to the Ministry's cable No. 
PRIMIN’* 2 1 5 57 dated the 23rd (Received 25th) June 1951, which 
has crossed my top secret D.Oi of the 22nd? 

2, My interoretation — which I am now told is wrong — 
of Government's attitude towards this matter was based on the 
Ministry's D.O.No.D.9 593-FEiv 47 dated the 29/30th December 1947, 
to which Incidentally I^JLnvited your attention when I reopened 
the case in my D.O. of the 21st May 1951 rega-rding SCAP clearance 
for Ayer's contemplated visit to this country. To the Mission's 
request as early as in December 1947 for instructions of 
Government on the Question of the alleged misappropriation of 
the Neta.ii collections by Ramamurti, the Ministry's reply was: 

"In any event, the Govt, of India can hardly claim the assets 

of the Indian Independence League as its own and this is there- 

fore a matter in which we cannot proceed officially. It is for 
the accusers of Ramamurti themselves to take such action as 

they are able ". 

3, It seems to me too late now to undertake a treasure- 
hunt on the scale envisaged by you — for one thing, all the 
treasure, if it existed, save the two boxes now promised by 
Ayer, which are I understand in Ramamurti 's possession now, must 
have long ago been converted into hard cash, commodities and 
landed Property. The proceeds must also have been distributed 
between the parties concerned, and as I observed before, this 
would appear in some measure to be borne out by Ramamurti's 
comparative affluence in 1946, Capt. Thairatatte ' s farming 
venture in Sendai and Col. Figgess' blossoming out into an 
Oriental curio expert and a collector of objet d'art. There 
are others also whose nams s have been mentioned, though the 
nature of their participation in this affair still remains to 
be revealed. The fact however that Ayer refused to see his old 
Indian Independence League frtemds, other than Ramamurti, during 
his recent visit to Tokyo and that he slipped out of Tokyo 
without calling upon me would appear to show a degree of 
complicity in the v>hole affair well worth examining. This 
I shall do if you .agree, though I would also add that the scent 
is now stone-cold and that many red herrings have been drawn 
across the trail. You are also aware of the agitation amongst 
the local Indian community here and that I have had quite a 
number of promises from many Indians, who have been here since 
the war, of signed statements setting forth their knowledge of 
what transpired during this period. It is also Probably within 
your knowledge that certain Japanese informants, who were willing 
to offer the Fission concrete and conclusive evidence in 1948 
with regard to the disappearance of the Neta.ii collections, 
were prevented from doing so by Interested parties. 

4. I am perfectly clear however that any enquiry now 
will stir up a lot of mud which I would rather avoid, since 
the Principal collaborators are well beyond reach and all that 
the enquiry would do would be to secure for us a measure of 
publicity which I for one would most definitely like to avoid. 

And it seems to me that Government also cannot avoid some 
measure of responsibility for evading the issue in 1947 
indeed the fueling here among local Indians was and is that 
the Government of India displayed an apathy and indifference 
to the manner of Subhas Chandra Bose's death and the disposal 
of his collections, which appeared to them to be little short 
of callous. Ayer is no doubt fully aware of all this -- this 
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is borne out by his clever observation to me that Grove rnment 
' •would be well advised to let sleeping dogs lie as election time 
was coming on and that it would hardly do to stir up the whole 
question of .Netaji's death, the manner of his death and the 
disposal of his collections, which would appear to indicate, 

, at any rate on his cart, a very keen interest in letting this 
matter fade into oblivion. 

5 . All that dre can salvage out of this business therefore 
would appear to be the two boxes , and as Ayer is now in India 
I suggest that he be asked to arrange for their being handed 
over to the Mission. It is interesting, as you observe, that 
both Ramamurti and Ayer should now admit the existence of this 
gold when they had originally denied all knowledge of any gold 
or ;iewellery -- and particularly when the photostat conies 
revealed their existence as far back as 1945. 

6. I may be doing Ayer an Injustice, but I am not sure that 
he is not a party to the misappropriation. Allegations have 
also been made here of his misappropriation of the deposits in 
the* Asad Hind Bank In Rangoon, of which he was I understand the 
Managing Director. It is also stated by an Indian resident here 
that ’when he called upon Ayer soon after his arrival in Japan 

1 in 1945, his attention was drawn by Ayer himself to two big 
suitcases containing the personal effects- of the late Subhas 
Chandra Bose, though what transpired later to these boxes has 
not been revealed. We should I think in this connection have 
on record an affidavit from Ayer with regard to his knowledge 

I of these matters and I trust that the necessary steps to this 
end will be taken by you. 

7. It would be also interesting in this connection if an 
affidavit could be secured from Col. Rahman, who is now in 
Pakistan, so that the two individuals who are known to have 
seen and/or handled the Neta^i collections last may be on record, 
as It may throw considerable light on the amounts that were 
saved from the wreck. My own feeling is that Ayer f s recent 

I visit to Japan was not for a holiday but for the final disposi- 
tion of the property, as a peace treaty was due very shortly 
and it was likely that the Japanese Government themselves might 
set afoot some enquiry as to the disposition of the treasure, 
as their good name also has been involved in this matter. 

8. You may be interested to know in this connection that 
I the Murti brothers are reported to be seriously contemplating 
? quitting Japan and settling down either in the U,K. or in the 
D.S.A. -- probably the former and that Col. Figgess, Assistant 
Military Adviser to the British Embassy here has promised them 
every assistance if they propose to go to the U.K. It is not 
also without interest to mention that these ill-gotten gains 
have brought little happiness to the Murti family, save perhaps 
their Japanese wives in whose names I gather their property in 
Japan has been registered. The elder Murti (RamamUrti), though 
he owns a fine shop on the GInsa, ..perpetually wears a most 
harassed look. His asthmatic complaint, in spite of all the 
latest drugs that modern medicine can supply and his money 
can buy, have brought him little or no relief. What is even 
more tragic is that his younger brother (Jayamurti), who suffers 
from tuberculosis, has I understand had three of his ribs 
removed and has become practically a permanent invalid. 



(K. K. Chet bur) 


B.N.Chakravarty , Esq,, I.C.S, , 

Secretary, Commonwealth Relations, 
Ministry of External Affairs , New Delhi. 


D . 0. No. t>i 3 9 - /V?o/j7. 
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Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi, 

9th July, 1951. 


My dear Bhat, 

thank you very much for your 

* 

Secret c.c. letter No. OS 287* dated the 

wf, 7 

i&r 7th July, 1951 enclosing Ayar's letter 

of 2nd July. I propose to show the 
letter to the Prime Minister on his 
return from Bangalorekf on further 
action. 


Yours sincerely, 


Ls 

K®' V 


V 


(B.N, Chakra va rty) 


r 



M.D.Bhat t XiC.S., 
Chief Secretary, 
Government of Bombay, 

mmi- 




P' 


D.O, No. C-S.XS 7 
Political & Services Department, 
Secretariat, Bombay. . . — . 
7th July 1951. ' “A 

V J 


My dear Chakravarty, 


Please^refer to your demi-official 
^ letter Ho. 25/4 /NGQ, dated the 4th July 

i rfr 1951 • 

I am sorry that through oversight 
on the part of the dispatcher Shri S.A. 
. Ayer’jL letter was not enclosed with my 
A • letter of 2nd July 1951. 

- ■ & 

& I am now enclosing it herewith. 

‘it# . 

Yours sincerely. 





- * 

(M. D. Bhat) 


Shri B.N. Chakravarty, ICS, 
f"'' -Secretary to the Govt, of India, 
Ministry of External Affairs, 

New Delhi. 






S. A. Ayer, 
20, Nagin Mahal, 
Churchgate, BOMBAY 
30.6,51 _ 



Dear Shri Bhatop 

^ 4 With reference to your D.{k No. C .S./229 of 

11th May 1951, I arrived in Tokyo on 2kth May and after 
a stay of 18 days there, returned to Bombay on 13th 
June. The next day I called on you at the Secretariat and 
gave you a brief oral report. 


During ny brief stay in Tokyo, I called at the 
Indian liaison Mission and met His BBtellency K.K. Chettur, 
Chief of the Mission, op three days, namely. May 29, May y- 
and June 5. 

In the course of the second interview I handed 
to Shri Chettur photostat copies of two documents one 
, of which contained authentic information on what hap- 
-pened to the jewellery which Netaji was carrying with 
him on his fatal plane dash from Saigon on August 17, 

19U5. 


As for Netaji »s sacred ashed, I told Shri 
Chettur that they were still enshrined in the temple 
where I had left them in IShS* 

In view of the fact that Shri ){. Rama Marti, 
ex-President, Indian Independence League, Japan, had 
«^*been looking after the security of the dkw ashes as 
well as the gold for the last six years, I requested 
Shri Chettur to ask for cabled instructions frcsn the 
A^MEExtemal Affairs Ministry to relieve Shri Murti 
of this onerous responsibility which should no longer 
be allowed to remain a burden on a private individual* 
j3hri Chettur agreed to contact Delhi insaediately* 

When I called on him six days later, namely, 
June5, he said that he had airmailed a letter to Delhi 
, spoil after I saw him on May 30, and had not yet had a 
reply. In my presence, he dictated a cable to Delhi 
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"Lsking for an urgent reply to his letter. He promised 
to let me know the moment he heard from Delhi. I 
' did not receive ary message from him until the day 
I left Tokyo, namely, the 11th of June. 


That, in brief, is the position as far as 
X am aware at the/ moment, I do not know if Shri 
Chettur has 3 ince heard from Delhi. Ifnothing has 
yet been done in the matter, I would even now urge 
Delhi to instruct Shri Chettur to take over the 
responsibility for the safely of the ashes and the 
gold. 



0 



I need hardly add that I have sufficient proofs 
to convince any unbiassed person that the ashes are 
Nataji’ s. But, in view of the unfortunate attitude 

still adopted by Netaji's nephews, Shri Amiya Bose and 
and Arvind Bose, the ashes cannot be brought to India 
yet; nor would it be prudent to make any announcement 
♦for the time being, either. 

As for the gold, it might be worth our while 
to wait till the signing of the Japanese Peace Treaty, 
which event is expected to take place in September next* 
Then it might be easier to do something with the gold 
in Japan itself or to bring it to India. For obvious 
reasons, we can hardly do anything in this connection 
as long as the American occupation lasts. 

All these facts are very well known to Shri 
Chettur who, I presume, has already communicated them 
to Delhi. 


<: As I informed you on May 111, I left uy post as 
Ed rector of Publicity, Government of Bombay, that day 
and took over my new new duties as Regional Officer, 
Bombay, with the Cehtral Board of FiikmCensors, Minis— 
-try of Information and Broadcasting. Government of 
4 India, the next day, that is, June 15* I have been 

.rather busy this last fortnight getting into ny stride 
in the new place; hence the delay in writing this 


letter*^- 

May I request you to be good enough to 
communicate Me contents of this letter to the 
proper quarters in Delhi at your earliest conveni- 
-ence? They ray contact me direct, if they wish to* 


With best regards. 



» 


(S. A* Ayer) 


Shri M. D* Bhat, 

Chief Secretary to the 
Governnent of B embay. 
Secretariat, 

BOMBAl* 
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D*0 .Bo # ~l'Y/'+ Jn CJO 

Hew Delhi, 


4th July, 1951, 




My dear Bhat, 


I have just received your 

a** t fc J 

d.o. Ho.CS/S84 a dated the 2ni July 
1951, but the letter from Mr.S.A. 
Ayer, stated to have been enclosed, 
was not to be found alongvlth it. 
Perhaps it was not enclosed due to 
an oversight on the part of the 
despatcher . Please ascertain and 
let me know. 

Yours sincerely, 


(B. II. Chakra 


varty) 


M.D .Bhat Esq*, I.C.S., 

Chief Secretary to Govt .of Bombay, 
Political & Services Dept., 
Secretariat, 

Bombay . 
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D.O. 

Political 

Department , tie creraria'c, 
Bombay, 2nd July 1951* 
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My dear Chakravarty, 

With reference to the 
talk which we had on the telephone 
nearly a month ago, X forward the 
letter which I have received from 
S. A. Ayer in connection with his recent 
visit to Japan. 


Tours sincerely. 



(" M.D.Bhat ) 


Sbri :B,N. Chakravarty, ICS, 
Secretary. to the Govt, of India, 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
NEW DELHI. 


2ncr J 


D.O.No. 


Ah 
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My dear Chettur, 

Thank you very much for your d.o. letter No. 
F.5(25)/51, dated the ?2nd June 1951, You must have 
by now got our telegram and my d.o.letter Nc.2£/4/liG0, 
dated the 25th June 1951 which I wrote after we 
received the photostats. I do not quite understand 
vhy Ayer did not hand over the treasure to you as 
previously promised. You night enquire from Ramaajurti 
what happened. If Ayer contacts us on his return here 
we will also tackle him. 


.A 


As I told you in ray last letter we were anxious 
to know all about the gold and the treasure and we had 
asked yen to make necessary enquiries. We had in view 
only some confidential enquiries ana we never thought 
that this might lead to any embarrassment. We will 
naturally have to reconsider the matter if the enquiry 
involves a degree of publicity which iay prove 
embarrassing not ohly to the Mis slob but also to the 
Government, before we can consider the matter further 
I shall be grateful if ycu will let us know why you 
think that the enquiry may be embarrassing. 


Yours sincerely, 



>M.f \ 

(I.N. Chakravarty) 


j* $.K.Chettttr,£sq. , 

Head of Indian Liaison Mission, 
* Tokyo. 
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My dear Chakravarty, 

My top secret D.O. letters of the 6th and 1 1th 
June 1951 have obviously crossed yours No . D. 1.859 tNGO/ 51 of 
the 7th June. ^ 

9. I now understand that Ayer left by BOAC on the 
11th for Calcutta, though I have not been able to verify 
the earlier report that he had gone to Hokkaido, as 
subsequent reports indicated that his ostensible visit to 
this Island was designed with a view to covering his tracks. 
One such report alleged that he Sid not in fact visit 
Hokkaido, but had gone to Sendai, about 300 miles north 
of Tokyo, to contact an old Japanese colleague who was also 
closely connected with Ayer and Ramamurti and the Netaji 
collections. The last I saw him was on the 5th when he 
called on me to say fehat he was definitely leaving on the 
8th and to enquire whether any instructions had been 
received from you regarding his proposal to dispose of 
the Netaji collections in the manner indicated in paragraph 
3 of my D. 0. of the 29th May. He also handed to me at the 
time tiro photostats which must be in your hands by now. As 
he was very anxious to ascertain your reactions before his 
departure, I sent you, at his request, a most immediate 
cable on the 5th and assured him that a reply irould be 
received by the 7th at the latest. That he did not bother 
to see me again, much less hand over the gold as previously 
promised, or even make an attempt to find out whether any 
reply had been received from you to the cable despatched 
at his instance, has added to mwx my suspicions regarding 
the motives behind his holiday visit to this country. His 
extraordinary statement that he had received a letter from 
you, entrusting him with two commissions on behalf of the 
Government of India, is also a point worth investigating, 

3. If Government are seriously interested in 
unravelling the mystery surrounding the disappearance of the 
Netaji collections, I shall be only too e-lad to make further 
Investigations in the matter, but it should be understood 
that such investigations may involve a degree of publicity 
which might well prove embarrassing not only to the Mission 
but also to the Government of India. 



B.N.Chakravarty, Esq., I.C.3., 
Secretary, Commonwealth Relations 
Ministry of External Affairs, 

New Delhi. 



/ 
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D.O.Ho. 2 -f/^/Nao 


26th June 1951* 


My dear Chettur, 

Will you kindly refer to your Top Secret d.o. letter 
No.F.5(25)/51, dated the 11th June 1961, which I received on the 
18th of June. As I van ted to mention the case to P.M. 1 had to 
wait till he returned from his Repal and Bihar tours, 

P.M. has seen your letter and also the photostat 
copies of the letters you sent me with your d.o.letter No. F. 6(35)/ 
51 dated the 6th June 1961. P.M. did not quite understand why 
you should think that there is a lack of interest evinced hy 
Government in this matter. Z had to refer his to Barishvar 
Dayal's letter to Raiaa Ran. P.M. thought that that letter was 
issued without his being Informed about It. Be was. therefore, 

{ particularly anxious that you should take interest in this 
matter and take possession of the gold and other treasure that 
may be possible for you to get now. I sent you a telegram on 
the 23rd June accord ingly. A 

When X was In Japan X confess Z interpreted Harishwar 
Dayal's letter in the same way as you have done. X did, however, 
try to ascertain the facts Just about the time I was leaving 
Japan but I could not make much progress. Ramamurtl bluntly 
denied all knowledge of gold and Jewellery. Bow that P.M. 
desires that we must take interest in this matter X would request 
you to make a confidential enquiry and try to ascertain the facts. 
Every Indian in Japan says that Ramamurti became rich almost 
overnight and probably there Is some truth in their allegations. 
But I do not know whether you will get any evidence to prove that 
he had misappropriated the funds. 

Please let us know when you get the treasure. Its 
disposal may be considered later. 

Yours sincerely, 

% o^4c 

( B . B. Chakra varty) 

Shrl K.K.Chettur. I 

Head of Indian Liaison Mission, 

Tokvoi 
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Tour latter dated 11th” Jane. You are \i 
m ''thinking that Government are 'HOT " 

Government are greatly interested in re 
or other forms of treasure belonging to 
ndia Independence League or IHA fund or like org 

'ew of photo static copies of letters sent r by „ 
d endeavour to get possession of all the "treasure 
“ of Government and" keep it in safe custody pending 
instructions, 
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My dear Chakravarty, 


D , 0 . No*F . 5(25) /SI . 




INDIAN LIAISON MISSION 
TOKYO 

11th June 1951. ^ 

(& 



V 



o 

k. 


V 
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In continuation of my top secret D.0.No.F.5(25)/51 
of the 6th June, I enclose herewith a press cutting from the 
Nippon Times of yesterday, which sneaks for itself* The fact 
that the author of the article is a leading member on the staff 
of the important United Press organisation will give you an 
indication of the degree of interest that has been aroused in 
local circles, both Indian and American, in Ayer's holiday 
in Japan. As I mentioned in my earlier letters, I have heard 
the most scandalous reports about the Ay er -Ramamur 1 1 link — 
and I have no reason .whatsoever to doubt their authenticity 
but in view of the lack of interest evinced by Government in 
this matter in the past, I have refrained from pursuing it. 

In any case, I believe you know as much about the case as 
I do and my comments on the subject might seem superfluous. 






2. SCAP clearance for Ayer's two-week holiday was 
(to have expired on the 8th June, but at his request we have 
! had it extended by one week. He called at mv office on the 
5th to bid me good-bye and to tell me that the BOAC had 
confirmed his booking and that he was definitely leaving on 
the morning of the 8th. I understand, however, that he is 
still in Tokyo, though he has made no attempt to contact me 
or to apprise me of the reasons which have led to the extension 
of his stay in Tokyo -- which inc id r en t a 11 y ■ ha s ■ p revented me 
* from passing on kksxgiakxsfxyiaisus to him the gist of your 
cable of the 6th June, 

Yours 


U I MiJ fJXy. Ut 


s kinc^rely, 

u T r 

(K.K.Chettur) 


V-*- ^ B.N.Chakravarty, Esq., I.C.S., 

Secretary, Commonwealth Relations, 
Ministry of External Affairs, 

New Delhi, 


I 
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INDIAN LIAISON MISSION: 
TOKYO 

6th June 1951. 


"J i 



T Si 


My dear Chakravarty, . it- * 

In continuation of my D.O. No*F. 5(25)/51 dated / 
the 29th May 1951, I enclose herewith two photostats, whicjr 
Ayer handed to me yesterday, of letters nurported to have ^ 
been written on the 15th November 1945 by himself and Habibur 
Rahman to Ramamurti in the latter’s capacity as Chairman of 
the Territorial Committee of the late Indian Independence 
League in Japan, I am awaiting your instructions on the 

+ c ’ — -i . Jjifiif ~ - - ■ — — — ~ 1 ~ 


points raised in my orevious letter on the subject, which 
I hope will reach me before Ayer leaves Tokyo on the 8th June. 

Yours feinc^rely, 


(K.K.Crfe-ttur) 




B . N , Chakravar ty , Esq., I.C.S., 
Secretary, Commonwealth Relations,. 
Ministry of External Affairs, 

New Delhi. 
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Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi, 

7th June 1951. 


y dear Chettur, 

Your Secret d.o. letter No.5(25)/51 dated the 21st May and 
your top Secret d.o, letter of the same number dated the 29th May 
both arrived day before yesterday, Soon after, I received your Top 
Secret telegram No. 46 GS dated the 6th of June. I replied to your 
telegram yesterday after consulting the Prime Minister. 


Ayer's visit to Japan is by no means official or even 
officially sponsored. Ayer had approached the Deputy Minister 
through somebody for obtaining the SOAP clearance and a telegram 
was sent to you under instructions of the Deputy Minister. Ayer 
was asked to furnish particulars directly to you. 

We wondered what the nature of his business was in Japan 
and we did not know what he was up to. After some consideration 
we decided not to ask him point blank what he was going to do in 
Japan. We suspected that while in Japan he might be doing some* 

— thing about Netaji's ashes. I therefore rang up the Chief 

Secretary of the Government of Bombay and requested him to tell 
Iyer that if he visits Japan and if he can find any authentic 
information about Netajl's ashes he might pass on that information 
to you and to us. We thought that this would give both you and 
is some idea as to what he was doing there. A couple of days 
.ater X was rung up by the Chief Secretary of the Bombay Govern- 
ment who told me that SCAP clearance had not been received and 
that unless the clearance came within the next two or three days 
Ayer could not go„ as his leave would expire. We explained to 
him that unless and until the particulars were made available to 
c you the SCAP clearance could not be obtained. As we did not 

receive any SCAP clearance I thought that Ayer had not been able 
to go to Japan. I did not therefore think it worthwhile troubling 
you. Your letter was the first intimation ve received of Ayer's 
presence in Japan, Apparently the SCAP clearance had been 
communicated to him at Bombay. I am very sorry for thi3 mis- 
calculation as I now find that in trying to save you from some 
trouble X have unwittingly placed you in a difficult situation. 


These are the facts. We certainly had no Intention of 
seeking Ayer's assistance in getting the ashes. There is no 
truth in the other stories that he has given you. The statement 
that he had left behind in Bombay a letter which I am supposed to 
have written to him to avoid its contents being revealed during 
the journey or in any customs examination and that this precaution 
was taken at my instance reads too much like a six-penny novel. 

In fact I have never written to him. When I was in Japan I also 
heard about Ramamurti misappropriating the funds of the late 
Indian Independence League as also the personal property of the 
late Subhas Chandra Bose. Ayer's name was also mixed up with 
this. I could not, however, get any reliable evidence. Rama- 
murti in fact denied all knowledge of gold and jewellery. It is 
therefore interesting to know that Ayeir is now able to produce 
some part of Netaji's collections. The Prime Minister thought 
that there Is no point in refusing to accept the gold if that is 
made over to you by Ayer for safe custody. It is realised that 
it may not be possible to bring this gold out of Japan, but that 
is a matter which can be considered later. Similarly, if he 
wanted to show you the papers giving details of what was left 
there is no objection to your receiving these papers and examining 
them. A telegram was sent to you accordingly. I would request 
you to let us know in due course whether these papers throw any 
light on this question. 



K.K„Chettur 


a 


Yours sincerely, - 
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From - Foreign, New Delhi 
To - India, Tokyo* 


MOSI immediate 

No* 30498. Top Secret, 

, Personal for CHETTOR, 


DTO JUNE 061530 
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Your telegram 46 GS 'dated 5th June, H XER*S visit 
to Japan is in NO sense, official* If he gives you papers 
giving details of Subhas Bose*s collections "you should 
I examine and keep them. If he makes over 'any gold to you 
you may keep it in safe custody without commitment as 
j to its disposal and await further instructions from 
‘ Government-, Disposal may be considered later on. 


- v/ 

PRIME MINISTER(3): SECY CR(6). 

’ V ^ \ ■” it Vt/-! r P + ' , 7 %€s^:i 
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Superintendent CCB, 
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D.0,No.F.5(25)/51. 



x .g, 


INDIAN LIAISON MISSION 


TOKYO 

29th May 1951. 
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/^VsLJf ar chal: ravarty, 

- ■ Ayer, the Publicity Officer attached to the Govern- 

ment of Bombay, who is now in Tokyo, saw me this morning. H e 
dwelt at some length on his previous trie to Japan, his rela- 
tionshio to Netaji, his knowledge of the tragic circumstances 
in which the latter met his death and his various interviews 
with P.M, , particularly his recent one at the I.N.S.. ReXiaf 
meeting. He confided to me in this connection that he had 
been entrusted by the Government of India with two missions: 
(i) verification of the authenticity of Netaji *s ashes which 
he and others had placed for sa^e deposit in a temole in 
Tokyo and (ii) recovery of the gold and jewellery which had 
been collected from the plane in which Netaji met his death. 
Ayer told me that he had received a letter on the subject 
from you and that he had left it behind at Bombay to avoid 
its contents beinc revealed during the journey or- in any 
customs examination and that this precaution was taken at 
your instance. You will no doubt be in a cos it ion to verify 
his statements. All that I can say is that I cannot quite 
see why you should have left die in the dark with regard to 
this matter. I should have thought that in the circumstances 
it was most essential that I should be kent in touch with 
what was happening, particularly in view of Ayer's oast 
history, his relationship with Ramamurti and the scandal 
connected with the disappearance of Netaji's collections, 

My letter on the subject of Ayer's visit D. O.No.5(25)/51 
of the 21st May - must have reachady yoU by now; — I may add 
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that he was at great pains to assure me that he had been 
trying to return to Japan for the last four years to nay his 
respects to Netaji' s ashes — a story which, on the face of 
it, sounded extremely thin. 

2. Ayer's unexpected return here as Ramamurti 1 s guest 
has, I may add, given rise to considerable so emulation however 
and that many of the local Indians are now seething with indi- 
gnation at the manner of his return and his renewed! associa- 
tion with these two brothers. Not that I oersonally see any 
reason why Ayer's choice of his friends should be anybody's 


hx&xksajtxxaxiKd business except his own, but the fact that? 
Ramamurti and Ayer were alleged to have had something, to 
with the mysterious disanoearance of the gold and jewelle/ 
collected by Netaji should, I think, have deterred us fro; 
encouraging him in his visit to this country or in giving 
visit an official backing. 

3. He also confided that some part of Netaji's collect- 
ions had been saved, largely of fused and melted gold orna- 
ments, which in his opinion was worth about a lakh of rupees 
or so. He completely phoo-nhooed the story that some crores 
worth of jewels and gold had been saved: indeed he had a 
hearty laugh when I told him that local rumour had estimatstf 
the value of thftse property at some millions of rupees. He 
informed me that Col. Habibur Rahman and himself had compiled 
elaborate details of what was left and that he would like me 
to go through these lists with him before the gold was shipped 
to India. His suggestion was that it should be broken up into 
small lots and sent by diplomatic bag to Delhi to be disposed 
of by the Government of India in such manner as they deemed fi 
It does seem odd that he should now be so anxious to divulge 
the existence of this gold, stranger still, if rumour speaks 
correctly, that Ramamurti should have blossomed overnight intc' 


omparative affluence in 1946 when his compatriots were on 
he verge of starvation and misery. As you are aware, as 
11 as I am, of the past history of this case, X am desisting 
from further comment, but I shall be grateful for your very 
clear instructions as to how I should further proceed in this 
matter. 



B.N.Chakravarty, Esq., I.C.S., 
Secretary, Commonwealth Relations, 
Ministry of External Affairs, 

New Delhi . 
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To : Foreign, New Delhi, 
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DTK .JUNE 051230. 


MOST Ii-iMED IATF. 

No, 46 GS. TOP SECRET ; Personal for CHAICRAVAKC I from 
CHETTUR. r i f A 

My Top Secret D/0 May 29th regarding AYER, 
Grateful for immediate instructions as AYER leaving on 
8 th. 


PRIME MINISTERS): SECY CR(6) only. 


Superintend ont CCB, 
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My dear Chakravarty, \ f 

Will you please refer to the Ministry's secret 
telegram No. 25112 dated the 8th May, asking us to obtain SCAP 
clearance for Mr. S. A. Ayer to visit Japan by the 15th May on 
a two-week bolilay? 

2. Apart from the fact that the particulars required 
under the existing SCAP regulations, of which the Ministry are 
no doubt fully aware, did not reach us until the 16th May, I 
was at a loss to understand why we should have been rushed in 
this fashion, unless of course •Government were particularly 
interested in the visit, which however seemed unlikely as it 
had been clearly stated in the telegram that he was coining 
here for a holiday. We have also had a cable from the Passport 
Officer, Bombay, in -this connection. This sudden hurry over 
what is purported to be a holiday trip and the fact that he 
is visiting this country as Ramamurti's guest make one wonder 
if there may not be more in it than meets the eye. As you 
are no doubt aware, there have been serious allegations against 
Ramamurti with regard to the misappropriation of the funds of 
the late Indian Independence League, as also the personal 
property of the late Subha s Chandra Bose, consisting of 
considerable quantities of diamonds, .jewellery, gold and 
other valuable articles. Rightly or wrongly, Ayer's name has 
also been associated with these charges. The matter was 
referred^to the Ministry in Rama Rau's secret D.O. q£ the 4th 
December 1947 to which Dayal replied in his D.O. No. D, 9593- 
FEA/47 dated the 30th December 1947. I thought 1 should bring 
this point to your notice for whatever it may be worth. 


3. I hope you are not seeking Ayer's assistance with 
regard to the disposal of Netaji Subhas Bose's ashes now lying 
in a Tokyo temple, as it is most undesirable that he should, 
in view of the suspicions surrounding him, be associated in 
any manner with the taking over of these relics. 


B.N.Chakravarty , Esq., I.C.S. , 
Secretary, Commonwealth Relations, 
Ministry of External Affairs, 

New Delhi. 
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No. 25112. Subbier Appadurai Ayer Director • 
of Publicity Government of Bombay proposes to fly to Tokyo 
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